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Article abstract
The Odour of the Soul in the Spice Isles : towards an Anthropology of Olfaction
The article shows how the symbolism of odours stands half-way between the
sensory and the intelligible, between stimuli and cultural representation
(concepts). A distinction is made between the odoriphile and odoriphobe
cultures. In the former, olfaction is considered as an important source of
systematic knowledge; in the latter, olfactory signs are not so much interpreted
as they are dominated, domesticated and even eliminated, except in certain
specific contexts. In both, however, the position of olfaction in the sensorium
results also from its aesthetic function.
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