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Article abstract
Erakor or the Slow Consumption ofan Imaginan- Collective Capital
When the members of Third World societies consume objects/signs of Western
provenance, they are compelled to absorb the ideas and intentions which
figure in the production of thèse objects as well. The Consumption of these
objects/signs is therefore équivalent to the consumption of signs and ideas
associated with industrial capitalism. Can the societies of the Third World
resist such ideological pénétration ? Do they possess the means to neutralize
the Systems of ideas that imbue everything from clothing to
télécommunications, including housing and health care Systems ? Must the end
resuit be one of subjugation to consumerism and recolonization ? In this paper,
an analysis of consumer behaviour in rural and urban Vanuatu is offered
which attempts to grapple with these questions by focusing on the relations
between forms of Consumption, identity construction, and ideological
reproduction.
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