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Article abstract
Cohabitation is an old and widespread form of conjugality in Latin America. It
could even be said to be the most distinctive form of nuptiality on this
subcontinent. However, its persistence over the centuries and its recent
evolution require that we analyze it in greater depth. The main purpose of this
study is to present the characteristics of "traditional" cohabitation in Latin
America, and particularly in Mexico, as they have emerged since 1950.
Population studies over the past twenty-five years highlight the common
features of a phenomenon that shows spatial and temporal variations: couples
who are cohabiting seem to have begun to do so at an earlier age and are less
stable than couples who have chosen to marry. They are also less educated and
perform less specialized jobs.
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