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Article abstract
The contribution of the elderly in funding social expenditures is far from
negligible in countries where this funding is largely drawn from general
government coffers. In Quebec, the average contribution of an elderly person
was half that of a person of working age in 1993, and this contribution is on the
rise. It could however stabilize if wages resume a growth trend. Depending on
the size of this contribution (0.5 or 0.65 times that of a person of working age),
the increase in social expenditures due to population aging will shrink from
19% to 12% or 8% by 2016, and from 67% to 44% or 35% by 2041. Expenditures
for health and long-term care will represent half of this increase. Aside from
changes related to the nature of such programs, their unit costs and their
funding method, the main factors that will affect this evolution are the
indexing method for government transfers, economic growth, the financial
resources of the elderly, and the retirement age.
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