
All rights reserved © The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique
du Canada, 1997

This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/10/2024 1:28 a.m.

Journal of the Canadian Historical Association
Revue de la Société historique du Canada

“Cool courage should always mark me”: John Wilkes and
Duelling
John Sainsbury

Volume 7, Number 1, 1996

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/031100ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/031100ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique du Canada

ISSN
0847-4478 (print)
1712-6274 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Sainsbury, J. (1996). “Cool courage should always mark me”: John Wilkes and
Duelling. Journal of the Canadian Historical Association / Revue de la Société
historique du Canada, 7(1), 19–33. https://doi.org/10.7202/031100ar

Article abstract
The duelling activity of John Wilkes, the eighteenth-century English radical,
has not received much attention from historians. Yet it tells us a lot about his
career and the responses that it evoked from the public at large. Through
allegiance to the honour code, Wilkes self-consciously sought to identify with
the hegemonic aristocratic culture, an insight which renders problematic his
frequent depiction as the champion of a bourgeois style of politics. At the same
time, his duelling helped to elicit popular support because it defined a manly
persona which could be contrasted with the effeteness of his political enemies,
especially those who had allegedly betrayed England's patriotic interests in the
country's struggle with France. Significantly, Wilkes's duelling career ended
once he found sanctuary in London's civic arena, where the honour code was
discounted in favour of demonstrations of political heroism that were not
potentially fatal.
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