
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l’Université de Montréal, 2007 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/09/2024 6:35 p.m.

Meta
Journal des traducteurs
Translators' Journal

Managing Trust: Translating and the Network Economy
Kristiina Abdallah and Kaisa Koskinen

Volume 52, Number 4, décembre 2007

La traduction et les études de réseaux
Translation and Network Studies

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/017692ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/017692ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0026-0452 (print)
1492-1421 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Abdallah, K. & Koskinen, K. (2007). Managing Trust: Translating and the
Network Economy. Meta, 52(4), 673–687. https://doi.org/10.7202/017692ar

Article abstract
In order to understand recent developments in the field of professional
translation, we focus in this article on the contemporary network-based
translation industry using Albert-Lázsló Barabási’s model of real-world
networks and combining it with sociological studies of social capital and trust.
According to Barabási, networks are scale-free and therefore fundamentally
undemocratic. Barabási’s findings can be used not only by researchers in
explaining the topology and organizing principles of production networks but
also by professional translators as a conceptual tool in making sense of their
current working environment. We use empirical evidence from interviews
with six Finnish translators, relating what we discover to be the roles of trust,
loyalty, and social capital in networks. The findings suggest that (a lack of) trust
may be the Achilles’ heel of these economic networks.
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