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Article abstract
To what extent are the extrinsic and intrinsic dimensions of work, of the
culture and of the position of a group in an organization interrelated with the
forms of consumption of alcohol or drugs ? Is there an environment in the
workplace that is conducive to the emergence of problems of alcoholism or
drug addiction, and can it lead to a better understanding of the conditions that
are most likely to render a work environment pathogenic ? Based on a study of
four groups of workers (papermakers, tradesmen, laborers and technicians) in
a pulp and paper plant in Quebec, we will demonstrate that alcohol use takes
the form of a ritual of conviviality when the organization of work facilitates
close contact among members of the group, and that it is done individually or
in small groups when there is less contact. Drug use does not have the convivial
aspects of alcohol: on the contrary, it is perceived at the collective level as a
threatening element.
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