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Article abstract
Louis-Philippe Turcotte, first historian of the Union, succeeds in giving a
comprehensive interpretation of this period by presenting the Responsible
Government as an ideal. According to Turcotte, the exercise of this new type of
government, while putting an end to racial antagonisms and the prejudices
which uphold them, paves the way for progress and prosperity and enables the
two founding peoples to discover profound affinities which, through
Confederation, will convince them that they are first and foremost Canadians.
This interpretation adds strength to the argumentation that the conservative
and religious elites of French Canada used in order to justify and consolidate
their newly gained positions of power between 1840 and 1870.
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