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Article abstract
The writings of Fernand Dumont abound with a recurrent concern about the
future of memory in the societies of modernity. Culture could not exist without
reference to the past, considered as an element allowing individuals and
groups to situate themselves in relation to the world and to give it a meaning.
In archaic societies, meaning was transmitted primarily through tradition. By
making the future problematic, and therefore subject to interpretations,
modem society demands a new construction of memory to give a meaning to
action. The historian appears, in this regard, as a prototype of modem man,
since he must give account of the prodigious opening to multiple events and of
their perpetual contestation. Through the scientific process, the historian faces
a phenomenon of duplication similar to that which can be observed in all the
humanities: by seeking, through a methodology that is intended to be objective,
to reconstitute the facts and to analyse them, he cannot avoid subjectivity, in a
sense a residue of the scientific process arising out of a search for meanings
that is not sufficiently explicit. Dumont proposes to found a new science of
interprétation starting from this residue.
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