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Article abstract
The nature of health services, and the level of health itself, are analyzed as a
consequence of the political-economic context in which they are set. The
American case is presented here, in an analysis of the general struggle over the
benefits corning from control and ownership of the means of health care
production, within the context of an advanced capitalist society. The american
historical background is reviewed. Then three aspects of the struggle are
presented: the struggle for control over work, the struggle to shape the service
system, and the struggle over state functions in health. Poulantzas concept of
the relative autonomy of the state in an advanced capitalist society is used in a
theoretical summary, which concludes with an assessment of two future
possibilities: a national health insurance system and a national health service.
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