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Article abstract
Taking as his starting point an analysis of the respective roles of private capital
and of the state in the accumulation process in Quebec, the author examines
the ideological positions of 313 Francophone and Anglophone higher
executives in the public service, in crown corporations, and in 28 large private
companies in Quebec, concerning the question of state intervention. The thirty
or so propositions used for this analysis refer to public expenses, to the
traditional functions of the liberal state, to new regulations (in the areas of
environment, workplace health and security, language legislation), to
redistribution policies, to intervention in industrial activities, and to the
modalities of state intervention. The analysis of these opinions, which indicates
a certain common frame of discourse among those who head the large public
and private bureaucracies, but also some more or less strong differences of
opinion between them, illustrates the ambiguous character, especially in a
dependent society, of the programs for the reduction of public expenses, in the
face of a definition by these executives of the field of governmental
intervention and of the limits of the state.
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