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Article abstract
To date, most analyses of hydro-electric development portray the environment
and Aboriginal Peoples as victims unable to alter or resist its intrusion on to
the landscape. However, an examination of the Mattagami river developments
in northeastern Ontario illustrates that environmental conditions constantly
influence the shape and development of the hydro-electric system. Also, while
the ability of the northeastern Aboriginal Peoples to affect hydro-electric
development is limited for much of this century, by the 1990s, their persistence
and perseverance coalesces with changing court decisions and legislation,
empowering them to negotiate with Ontario Hydro a moratorium on further
development on the Mattagami River.
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