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region). It provides words for social meanings of objects and people’s activities.
Deering describes the material culture of a large Ipiutak feature in northwestern Alaska
where preservation of organic materials has rarely been equaled in this part of the
Arctic and for this time period (ca. AD 600-700); Nunguvik et Saatut reports on the
archaeology of the Dorset culture (ca. 500 BC to AD 1000) in northern Baffin Island,
Eastern Arctic, from two sites which, like Deering, are characterized by a remarkable
amount of organic remains. The preservation of what are usually un-recovered objects
provides us with a window into unknown or only imagined activities and technical
knowledge and reflects a rare image of life in these regions during the first millennium
AD.

Where the echo began

Where the echo began is comprised of several texts written by Hans
Himmelheber, translated from German to English by Kurt and Ester Vit, and edited and
commented by Ann Fienup-Riordan. The longest of Himmelheber’s text, “The frozen
path” (1951), is a series of stories he recorded in 1936-1937 among the Cupiit of
Nunivak Island and the Yupiit of the Lower Kuskokwim River during his nine month
visit in the region. “Ethnographic notes on the Nunivak Eskimos™ (1980) consists of
Himmelheber’s observations of Cup’ik activities and ceremonies during the five
months he lived on the island. “Noseblood as Adhesive Material for Color Paint among
the Eskimos™ (1968) provides a scientific explanation of the mixture of blood and urine
in pigments used for painting on wood and skin. And “Unimaginable miracles in the
poetry of Western Africa and the Eskimos™ (1957) is a short essay in which he
discusses the use of miracles in tales from Africa, Alaska and Germany.

The volume is beautifully illustrated with original black and white photographs by
Himmelheber himself. Many previously unpublished were printed by photographer
James Barker from the original negatives. Himmelheber’s texts are introduced by Ann
Fienup-Riordan who analyzes his writings and discusses their scholarly and
ethnographic importance. Indeed, Himmelheber provides a glimpse into Cup’ik life,
ceremonies and rituals on Nunivak at a time just before the influence of the Evangelical
Covenant church. The richness of Himmelheber’s observations is due in part to his
active participation in most of the ceremonies he describes but also to his unique
perspective on art and people. As an art historian mostly specialized in African art, his
interest was in the artists producing the art and the contexts in which it was produced as
much as the art itself. He saw art as a narrative process with stories giving full meaning
to art objects. His approach to the study of art, relatively unusual for his time, is well
reflected in one of his major works, Eskimo Artists (1993), a book Ann Fienup-Riordan
was also instrumental in making accessible to an English speaking audience. Fienup-
Riordan sets Himmelheber’s writings in today’s perspective and discusses the question
of narratives and their role as a teaching device and a way to experience life in
Yup’ik/Cup‘ik societies. By hearing the stories, children and people in the community
learned about the land and its landmarks, proper behaviors, historical events, etc., in
other words about cultural values and heritage. The role of story telling and the power
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and rituals (see also Hensel 1996) but was also technologically critical in fixing the
paint on bowls or in curing some of the wood pieces.

Deering: A men’s house from Seward Peninsula

Deering: A men’s house from Seward Peninsula provides archaeological evidence
that men’s houses and potentially sweat baths have been around for more than 1000
years. The manuscript, written by Helge Larsen, was edited by Martin Appelt. Arctic
archaeologist Helge Larsen does not need much introduction. A pioneer in his field, he
and Froelich Rainey are responsible for the excavation of the Ipiutak type site at Point
Hope, across and north of Kotzebue Sound (Larsen and Rainey 1948). The site of
Deering is located on the north coast of Seward Peninsula or the south shore of
Kotzebue Sound, close to the southern limit of the “Ipiutak realm” (Mason 1998,
2006). While travelling with Charles Lucier in 1949, Larsen was unexpectedly shown
the Ipiutak and Thule features in the village of Deering and excavations of the main
Ipiutak mound took place the following years. In fact, the actual village of Deering sits
atop a large archaeological site which comprises an Ipiutak village and cemetery as
well as several early Thule and late prehistoric features. Some of these were excavated
in the mid to late 1990s when a sewage and safe water project for the village uncovered
new deposits (Bowers 2006; Bowers et al. 1999; Reanier et al. 1998) which led to the
discovery of a funerary mask similar to the one found in Point Hope (Steinacher 1998).

The structure described in Larsen’s report is a remarkably large communal or
men’s house, referred to as a garigi, which measured nearly 13 m long by 10 m wide.
Apart from its imposing size, the feature stands out by the level and quality of its
organic preservation, which is unique in Alaska for this time period. Over the years, a
series of dates has been run on various materials showing that bone, wood, leather,
grass, etc., were kept frozen in the ground for the last 1200 to 1400 years.
Consequently, we gain remarkable information on the technological skills of the
Ipiutak people which, until then, had been known mostly from lithics and some bone
remains. Ipiutak people were heavy wood users. Froelich Rainey (194 1) had previously
hypothesized their appetite for wood based on the presence of abundant charcoals in
open hearths at Point Hope. Nevertheless, the artifacts and the architectural remains at
Deering are striking by the quantity as well as overall quality of the wood put into use.
This leads to the question of its availability and accessibility. The large architectural
construction includes logs that were up to 13 m long and 40 c¢cm in diameter. These logs
were so massive that Larsen interprets as handles the notches carved along the length of
some of the largest. Trees of these sizes could be found up the Kobuk River across
Kotzebue Sound but were probably obtained from driftwood supplies along the coast.
Considering their dimensions and what we know today of the occurrence of large
unbroken driftwood logs, the procurement of a sufficient number of these to build such
structures may have taken years, unless exceptional climatic conditions allowed for a
rapid and unusual deposition. Larsen proposes a reconstruction of what the garigi may
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