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extensive individual approach. Autism being a beha-
viourally defined syndrome, it gave rise to a number of
controversies concerning definition, classification,
etiopathogeny and therapeutics. In the 1990s a crisis
has occured in France with a loss of confidence between
parents and psychiatrists with a problem concerning the
means and ways of care of the autist. The aim of this
paper is to point out the different questions raised by
autism in order to better understand this syndrome
which touches upon essential behaviour-related
aspects such as self consciousness, reality perception,
the functioning of the thought and communication, as
well as the role of hereditary and acquired influences in
normal and pathological development. ◊
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n Plusieurs erreurs se sont glissées dans l’article de Christelle Gally et Jean-
Louis Bessereau, «C. elegans: des neurones et des gènes», publié dans le
n°6-7 de m/s (juin-juillet 2003, p. 725-34). La version corrigée est dispo-
nible sur le site de médecine/sciences (www.medecinesciences.org) dans
Sommaire m/s n° 6-7, vol. 19-juin-juillet 2003.
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