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Susan M. Hill, associate professor, Indig-
enous Studies & History and director 

of the Centre for Indigenous Studies at 
the University of Toronto maintains that 
for the Haudenosaunee (Hodinöhsö:ni’), 
“land is possibly the best point of refer-
ence for considering history” (3). She later 
observes that the Haudenosaunee explain 
their world by using various spheres of 
existence and temporal boundaries” (81) 
Indeed, scholars writing on the Haudeno-
saunee have long recognized that that the 

terrain and ecosystem along the Grand 
River were similar to their Mohawk Valley 
homeland in New York. In this regard, her 
conclusions here remind me of a statement 
made by anthropologist Keith Basso in his 
Wisdom Sits in Places (1996). In it, Basso 
pointed out that to the Western Apaches, 
“the past is embedded in features of the 
earth …which together endow their lands 
with multiple forms of signi�cance that 
reach into their lives and shape the way 
they think.” (34) Having lost so much in 
the American Revolution, the Six Nations 
allied to the British recreated a world that 
they had remembered as best they could 
and reestablished their ancient Confed-
eracy under the Karihwa’onwe (Great Law) 
along the Grand River.

�e author quite e�ectively describes 
Haudenosaunee beliefs and how they �t 
into their history of land tenure in south-
ern Ontario. She details the history of Six 
Nations land loss, pointing out that today 
the Six Nations people at Ohsweken have 
55,000 acres, 5% of the land promised by 
the British to their allied Haudenosaunee 
allies in 1784. She describes how territorial 
reductions such as the Surrender of 1841 
were sanctioned by the Crown and how of-
�cials failed to protect Six Nations lands. 
Yet, instead of just recounting Haudeno-
saunee land loss and treating them as mere 
victims, she quite e�ectively uses her facil-
ity in the Mohawk and Cayuga languages 
and her insider’s position as a Mohawk 
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scholar to tell both sides of the story. 
Hill uses diverse sources to narrate 

her story, including the valuable primary 
accounts published by the Champlain So-
ciety, census materials, reports and corre-
spondence found in Record Group 10 of 
the National Archives of Canada, Six Na-
tions Council Minutes, and oral histories 
and published writings by Haudenosaunee 
themselves. In chapter one, she nicely ex-
plores the Creation Story, the Four Cer-
emonies, the Karihwa’onwe (the Great 
Law) and the Karihwiyo (Good Message)
of Handsome Lake (Sga:nyodai:yoh), and 
how they de�ne  gender roles, ritual, the 
natural world, land and boundaries, as well 
as identity. In chapter two she insists that, 
although the Good Message of Handsome 
Lake provided a mechanism for accomo-
dationist change within which Haudeno-
saunee could maintain their identity, it also 
rea�rmed the previous teachings of the 
Karihwa’onwe.. To her, Handsome Lake 
was not breaking with traditional beliefs 
and gender roles since the Good Message 
importantly reinforced both clans and the 
mariilineal governmental structure of the 
Great Law (75). In contrast to Anthony F. 
C. Wallace’s writings, she brings out that 
women never abandoned their important 
role in horticulture, a fact that appears to 
be consistent with my own Seneca research 
in New York.

In chapter three, Hill’s focus is on �rst 
contact with the Europeans right through 
the American Revolution. Unfortunately, 
she covers too much ground (in only 47 
pages) and thus makes generalizations. 
When she discusses how the Haudeno-
saunee resettled refugees such as the Huron, 
Neutral, and Erie into their territory, she 
never mentions that they were conquered 
peoples and that the lands acquired by the 
Haudenosaunee at Ohsweken were lands 

that the Senecas took from the Neutrals 
in 1650-1651. In chapter four the author 
�nally gets to the agreement with the Mis-
sissauga, Haudenosaunee settlement along 
the Grand River, and the promises made 
by Frederick Haldimand and the Crown. 
�en Hill tells the familiar story of Joseph 
Brant’s double-dealings, all without Iro-
quois Confederacy authorization, and how 
he and his family bene�tted. Hill then fo-
cuses in on John Graves Simcoe, how Loy-
alists and squatters secured Six Nations 
land, as well as the nefarious activities of 
Samuel Jarvis, the Superintendent General 
of Indian A�airs, and his scandalous in-
vestment of Six Nations trust funds in the 
ill-fated Grand River Navigation Compa-
ny. In her �ne analysis in chapter six, Hill 
documents the Confederacy Council’s for-
mal assertions of sovereignty made in peti-
tions to the Dominion government and to 
Crown o�cials, especially from the 1880s 
to 1920.

Unlike some recent writings on more 
contemporary events at Grand River, Hill’s 
book is a more balanced account admit-
ting certain failings of the Confederacy 
Council. For example, in chapter four, 
she mentions that seven of the Haudeno-
saunee chiefs collaborated with Jarvis in 
the so-called “Surrender” of 1841. Later in 
chapter �ve, she informs the reader that the 
Confederacy Council, going against tradi-
tion, acceded to the Indian Act of 1869 
and struck women o� the annuity paylist 
when they married non-Indian men. 

Although Hill brings new perspectives, 
there are some limitations to her work. 
Half of her book deals with the period 
before the Six Nations’ resettled at Grand 
River and only 110 pages of the 242-page 
text arc devoted to the years a�er 1784. 
Her book abruptly ends in 1924 with the 
Canadian invasion and overthrow of the 
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Confederacy Council and its replacement 
with an elected government imposed by 
Ottawa. She assumes that all of her read-
ers are familiar with what has transpired in 
Six Nations history from 1924 to 2015. In 
an all-too-brief conclusion (less than four 
pages), the author abruptly drops into her 
narrative the work of the Canadian Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission in the ar-
eas of land claims, education, and environ-

ment. Using the historic metaphor, “pol-
ishing the chain,” the author then calls for 
a new era of mutual respect in order to pre-
vent future policy disasters that too o�en 
has marred British and Canadian policies 
since 1784 (241). 

Laurence M. Hauptman
SUNY Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
of History

While most examinations of Indig-
enous peoples in North America 

focus on the impact of an expanding Eu-
rope on the ‘new’ continent and its native 
inhabitants, historian Cecilia Morgan re-
verses the perspective to examine First Na-
tions men and women who journeyed to 
the United Kingdom from the late eight-
eenth to the early twentieth centuries. In 
this �ne-grained study, the University of 
Toronto historian considers how the North 
American voyageurs were a�ected by their 
exposure to the metropole, and occasion-
ally also in�uenced Britons. 

As readers of Morgan’s earlier work on 
nineteenth-century political rhetoric, he-
roic historical symbols and people, and his-
torical commemoration have come to ex-
pect, Travellers through Empire is based on 
thorough research, and provides thoughtful 
analysis within a presentation that is clear 
and persuasive. Her subjects this time had 
varied reasons for travelling to Scotland 

or England. Some, like the part-Cherokee 
John Norton, had been shaped by birth 
and early years in Scotland. Norton, whose 
life spanned the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries, represented the end 
of the era in which diplomacy and mili-
tary alliance dominated Native-newcomer 
relations in the future eastern Canada. 
Several others, such as the Methodist mis-
sionaries Peter Jones (Kahkewaquonaby), 
and George Copway (Kahgegagahbowh) 

Travellers through Empire
Indigenous Voyages �om 

Early Canada 
By Cecilia Morgan 

Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University 
Press 2017. 326 pages $39.95 hardcover 
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