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of a city's societal development. It is only when the study of crime 
is linked with analyses of social structure, wealth distribution, 
demography, and transciency rates, that an adequate historical pers
pective from which to view the city is acquired. Certainly such research 
is essential if a change in the traditional focus of historians on the 
activities of political and economic elites, to the exclusion of other 
urban groups, is to take place. It is to be hoped that various studies 
of nineteenth century urban crime will broaden historians1 horizons, 
and lead to a greater understanding of the social experience of cities, 
in a period when most were undergoing tremendous growth and change. 

John W. Fierheller 
McMaster University 

* * & 

Foran, Max. Calgary: An I l l u s t r a t ed History. History of Canadian 
Cit ies Ser ies , vol . 2. General Editor , Alan F.J . Ar t ib ise . Toronto: 
James Lorimer and Company and the National Museum of Man, 1978. Pp. 192. 
I l l u s t r a t i o n s , maps, notes , bibliography. $19.95 cloth. [Available in 
French t ransla t ion as Calgary: Histoire i l l u s t r é e ; t ranslated by Jean-
Pierre P a i l l e t ] . 

This i s the second of what i s intended to be a ser ies of urban 
biographies whose objective, according to the general ed i to r , i s to pro
vide " . . . a systematic, in te rpre ta t ive and comprehensive account of the 
urban experience in many Canadian c i t i e s " (p. 7). The value of such an 
ambitious undertaking i s par t i cu la r ly evident in the case of Calgary, 
for un t i l now there has been no detai led account of that c i t y ' s develop
ment to which e i ther the general reader or the urban spec ia l i s t could 
turn. 

As in the case of the e a r l i e r volume in th is ser ies on Winnipeg, 
Foran deals with the themes of economic growth and metropolitan develop
ment, population growth and ethnic re la t ionships , the changing urban 
landscape and social and p o l i t i c a l l i f e . The most in te res t ing , in many 
respects , i s the f i r s t . In tracing Calgary's evolution from an isolated 
North-West Mounted Police post to one of Canada's most dynamic metropo
l i t a n centres Foran singles out three important influences: the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, ca t t l e ranching and the o i l industry. 

From i t s founding in 1875 un t i l the coming of the C.P.R., Fort 
Calgary existed primarily to maintain law and order among the Indian 
t r ibes in the v i c in i t y , and the presence of the Mounted Police provided 
a focal point for social and economic ac t i v i t y . All th i s changed, how
ever, with the momentous decision of the C.P.R. board of d i rec tors to 
abandon the then surveyed route across the northern p ra i r i e s in favour 
of a more southerly one. Although Calgary was not a creation of the 
railway, as so many other p ra i r i e towns were, Foran shows that the C.P.R.'s 



113 

plans and decisions have nevertheless played a major role in i t s develop
ment. The construction of the l ine gave a f i l l i p to the local economy, 
and enabled Calgary to become the commercial centre of the nascent ca t t l e 
industry. The opening of other l ines north to Edmonton, south to Fort 
Macleod, and west through the Crow1 s Nest Pass to the Kootenays further 
strengthened Calgary's posit ion in wholesaling and r e t a i l i n g . After 
the turn of the century Calgary became the administrative centre for 
the C.P.R. f s extensive i r r iga t ion projects in southern Alberta, and the 
erection of the massive Ogden Shops in 1912-1913 "was eas i ly the most 
important single contributing factor to economic growth within Calgary 
before the o i l boom of the 1950sff (p. 79). 

To the C.P.R. Foran adds ranching and o i l exploration, the 
two indiv idual i s t ic and high-r isk indust r ies which have given Calgary 
i t s d i s t inc t ive character. The r i s e of large-scale c a t t l e ranching in 
southern Alberta has been described elsewhere, but Foran offers a clearer 
understanding of Calgary's place in that industry. He shows that while 
Calgary had become the most important western Canadian meat-packing 
centre by 1905, the inherent i n s t a b i l i t y of the ranching industry and 
the vagaries of the American t a r i f f prevented that c i ty from ever 
achieving a larger ro le . Indeed during the interwar years Calgary 
actually began to lose ground, as mergers gave Canada Packers and Swift 
Canadian eighty-five per cent of the meat packing business, Pat Burns' 
operations were acquired by eastern Canadian in te res t s and Toronto became 
the leading ca t t l e market in Canada. I t i s therefore ra ther i ron ic , as 
Foran notes , that the Calgary Stampede, f i r s t held in 1912 and resumed 
as an annual event in 1919, has perpetuated the image of Calgary as a 
"cowtown" long af ter the r ea l i t y has become otherwise. 

Calgary's transformation into the "Oil Capital of Canada11 i s 
popularly thought to be a very recent phenomenon but , as Foran shows, 
the c i ty has been intimately involved in o i l and gas exploration since 
the f i r s t discoveries were made at Turner Valley in 1914. Frantic 
speculation in o i l companies and stocks was another manifestation of the 
same mentality which had sparked Calgary's prewar rea l es ta te boom; 
indeed many former real e s ta te men became o i l promoters. Although there 
was not to be a major discovery in Turner Valley un t i l 1936, Calgary 
acquired a legacy of expert ise in the o i l business. By 1947, when 
Alberta 's o i l boom began in earnes t , Calgary was already firmly established 
as the headquarters of the industry. 

The emphasis in th i s book i s not solely upon economic growth 
and Calgary's r i se to metropolitan s t a t u s , of course. There are as well 
in te res t ing accounts of the development of the i n s t i t u t i ona l and social 
fabric of Calgary, the course of municipal p o l i t i c s and the s ignif icant 
population changes which have occurred in the c i t y . Foran no tes , for 
example, that the north-south connections developed through i t s dependence 
upon ranching and, more recent ly , o i l and gas, have given the c i ty a 
strong American character, though some of the "Americanization" of Calgary 
has in fact simply been par t of a nat ional phenomenon observable since 
the turn of the century. Foran also shows how the s i t e of the c i ty , the 
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presence of the C.P.R. , and o the r f a c t o r s have shaped the urban l and 
scape , and i l l u s t r a t e s the p o i n t wi th d e t a i l e d maps which are an 
inva luab le a id to those unfami l i a r wi th Ca lga ry ' s topography. 

As wi th the preceding volume in the His to ry of Canadian C i t i e s 
S e r i e s , the t e x t i s enhanced by a f ine s e l e c t i o n of photographs and o the r 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s assembled by Edward Cave l l , cu r a to r of photography a t the 
Archives of the Canadian Rockies. There i s as wel l a s e r i e s of s t a t i s 
t i c a l t a b l e s drawn from the Census of Canada and o the r sou rces , and an 
ex tens ive b ib l iog raphy . Calgary; An I l l u s t r a t e d His to ry w i l l be welcomed 
by a l l who have an i n t e r e s t in Canada's urban p a s t . 

J . William Brennan 
Department of His to ry 
Univers i ty of Regina 

•k & * 

Piva , Michael J . The Condition of the Working Class in Toronto, 1900-
1921. Ottawa: Ottawa Univers i ty P r e s s , 1979. Pp. x v i i i , 190. $9.00 
paper . . 

Un t i l very r e c e n t l y , the l i f e of most Canadian workers has 
been n a s t y , b r u t i s h and s h o r t . In 1974, Terry Copp publ i shed h i s The 
Anatomy of Pover ty : The Condition of the Working Class in Montreal , 
1897-1929. Michael P i v a ' s follow-up study of Toronto confirms t ha t 
poverty and i t s grim h a r v e s t s of i n s e c u r i t y and depr iva t ion haunted 
the l i v e s of Toronto ' s b l u e - c o l l a r workers , s k i l l e d and u n s k i l l e d a l i k e , 
from 1900 to 1921. Although P i v a ' s conclus ions a re based e x c l u s i v e l y 
on Toronto ev idence , he f e e l s t h a t Toronto enjoyed so many l o c a t i o n a l 
and s t r u c t u r a l advantages t h a t f t if anyone b e n e f i t t e d from economic 
growth, i t should have been Torontonians" (p . ix) . Thus, Piva c a r r i e s 
forward one of the b a s i c r e v i s i o n i s t arguments posed by Copp—-that the 
p r o s p e r i t y a t t r i b u t e d to the Lau r i e r yea r s was the exc lus ive exper ience 
of the upper c l a s s . I f Copp and Piva are c o r r e c t , those who scorn Marx 
for h i s p r o j e c t i o n of con t inu ing working c l a s s degrada t ion under advanced 
c a p i t a l i s m are advised n o t to s t a r t smirking too soon. 

I t ' s a bad c o r r e l a t i o n , and even worse j o k e , to say t h a t 
poverty i s caused by lack of money. I t i s p o s s i b l e to see the systemic 
determinants of pover ty , and i t s r e l a t i o n to the c l a s s system of c a p i t a l 
ism, when poverty i s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to working c l a s s wage l e v e l s , and 
when abnormal i n c i d e n t s in the cycle of pover ty are i n t e g r a t e d i n t o the 
f a b r i c of normal working c l a s s e x p e r i e n c e s . Although Piva seems to do 
t h i s unconscious ly , he i d e n t i f i e s pover ty with the problems of the p r o 
l e t a r i a t ( in Toronto, an overwhelmingly w h i t e , Anglo-Saxon, p r o t e s t a n t 
p r o l e t a r i a t ) , and no t wi th marginal elements of the d i s i n h e r i t e d lumpen-
p r o l e t a r i a t or with superexp lo i t ed female or immigrant s u b s t r a t a of the 


