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THE MYTH OF THE METROPOLIS: 
THE ROLE OF THE CITY IN CANADIAN REGIONALISM* 

L.D. McCann 

Rês umé/A bs t ract 

La notion de métropole, tenue pour acquise depuis longtemps dans la 
population et la littérature canadiennes, est devenue un mythe national. 
Le Canada nfest plus un pays avec, d'un côté, une métropole et, de l'autre, 
le reste du pays. Les richesses naturelles ont engendré une mise en valeur 
soutenue à travers plusieurs arrières-pays et ont engendré aussi la 
création de capitales régionales qui ont une influence directe sur la vie 
économique, sociale et politique du Canada. De nos jours, la puissance des 
villes régionales se traduit par une réorientation de la vie du pays et par 
la recrudescence du régionalisme qui caractérise le Canada d'aujourd'hui. 

The concept of metropolitanism, long an accepted fact in Canadian life 
and letters, has assumed the status of a national myth. Canada is no 
longer a country structured simply as metropolis and hinterland. Resource 
wealth has fostered sustained hinterland development and created regional 
metropolitan centres which directly influence the nation's economic, 
social, and political life. The strength of regional cities today affects 
both the redirection of national life and the renewed expression of 
regionalism which currently characterizes Canada. 

M e t r o p o l i t a n i s m i s a t 
r o o t a s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
c o n c e p t . • • • B r i e f l y i t 
i m p l i e s t h e e m e r g e n c e o f a 
c i t y o f o u t s t a n d i n g s i z e t o 
d o m i n a t e n o t o n l y i t s 
s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y s i d e b u t 
o t h e r c i t i e s a n d t h e i r 
c o u n t r y s i d e s , t h e w h o l e a r e a 
b e i n g o r g a n i z e d b y t h e 
m e t r o p o l i s , t h r o u g h c o n t r o l o f 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , t r a d e , a n d 
f i n a n c e , i n t o one e c o n o m i c and 
s o c i a l u n i t t h a t i s f o c u s s e d 
on t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n ' c e n t r e o f 
d o m i n a n c e 1 a n d t h r o u g h i t 
t r a d e s w i t h t h e w o r l d . 
P o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y , t o o , may 
o f t e n b e c o m e c e n t r e d on t h e 

m e t r o p o I i s 1 

Canada i s an u r b a n n a t i o n . 
N e a r l y f o u r o u t of e v e r y f i v e 
Canadians l i v e in urban p l a c e s . In 
f a c t , a p p r o x i m a t e l y one of every 
f o u r C a n a d i a n s l i v e s e i t h e r i n 
T o r o n t o or i n M o n t r e a l . Y e t , 
Canada i s a l so a nat ion of r eg ions , 
e a c h of w h i c h h a s a d i s t i n c t 
m e t r o p o l i t a n f o c u s . P e o p l e i n 
Ontar io p e r c e i v e Toron to as t h e i r 
m e t r o p o l i s ; Quebecers view Montreal 
a s a p r i m a t e c i t y . O u t s i d e of 
c e n t r a l Canada, p e o p l e i n B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a c a s t an e y e t o t h e 
d o m i n a n c e of V a n c o u v e r , w h i l e 
Alber tans search for l e a d e r s h i p in 
t h e r i s i n g i n f l u e n c e of Edmonton 
and C a l g a r y . Only i n A t l a n t i c 
C a n a d a a n d i n t h e C a n a d i a n 
N o r t h l a n d s d o e s t h e r e e x i s t an 

* T h i s a r t i c l e i s a s u m m a r y o f an i n v i t e d l e c t u r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e 
C a n a d i a n S t u d i e s C e n t r e , Duke U n i v e r s i t y , F e b r u a r y 1 2 , 1 9 8 0 . 
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a g g r i e v e d a c c e p t a n c e of e x t e r n a l 
me t ropo l i t an c o n t r o l . 

B u t h a v e t h e s e u r b a n 
percept ions a lways been s h a r e d i n 
the regions of Canada? Down to the 
eve of World War I , the s e t t l e r s of 
w e s t e r n C a n a d a w e r e a l l t o o 
pa in fu l ly aware of the power of an 
e x t e r n a l me t ropo l i s ; if c o n t r o l was 
not based i n E u r o p e , t hen i t was 
c e r t a i n l y l o c a t e d i n c e n t r a l 
Canada. I n a s i m i l a r way , t h e 
s t i n g of the m e t r o p o l i s has been 
f e l t i n t h e e a r l y development of 
a l l o t h e r Canadian r e g i o n s . A l l 
too o f t e n , when t h e con tempora ry 
c h a r a c t e r of Canada i s assessed , i t 
i s a s s u m e d t h a t t h e c e n t r a l 
Canadian m e t r o p o l i s c o n t i n u e s to 
ho ld sway o v e r t h e h i n t e r l a n d . 
This i s the myth of the m e t r o p o l i s . 
What might have been t r u e of t he 
pas t i s not nece s sa r i l y t rue of the 
p r e s e n t . The h i n t e r l a n d i n Canada 
i s no l o n g e r r u r a l i n c h a r a c t e r ; 
the re i s a s t rong urban presence in 
the s o c i a l and economic f a b r i c of 
the h i n t e r l a n d which i t s e l f g i v e s 
e x p r e s s i o n t o t h e p r o c e s s of 
r e g i o n a l i s m . Canada c a n n o t be 
c l a s s i f i e d simply as metropol is and 
h i n t e r l a n d . The g r a d i e n t i s more 
complex t h a n t h a t . The emerging 
s t r e n g t h of h i n t e r l a n d c i t i e s i s an 
i m p o r t a n t s h a p i n g f o r c e of 
i nc reas ing Canadian reg ional i sm. 

AN URBAN PERSPECTIVE ON REGIONALISM 

R e g i o n a l i s m i s t h e e x p r e s s i o n , 
by t h e p e o p l e or i n s t i t u t i o n s of an 
a r e a , of t h e v a l u e s , i n t e r e s t s , and 
c o n c e r n s w h i c h a r e s h a r e d by t h e 
r e g i o n ' s p o p u l a t i o n . From an u r b a n 
p e r s p e c t i v e , r e g i o n a l i s m c a n 
e q u a l l y b e , on t h e o n e h a n d , a 
b e h a v i o r a l r e s p o n s e t o f o r c e s 
e m a n a t i n g f r o m a n e x t e r n a l 
m e t r o p o l i s and , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , 
t h e u s e of i n t e r n a l m e t r o p o l i t a n 
power t o e x p r e s s r e g i o n a l c h a r a c t e r 
o u t s i d e of t h e r e g i o n . 

The m e t r o p o l i s of c o u r s e , i s 
an i n n o v a t o r , not only of e c o n o m i c 
l e a d e r s h i p , b u t a l s o of s o c i a l , 
p o l i t i c a l , and c u l t u r a l t r a i t s . 
From t h i s p o s i t i o n of p o w e r , i t 
c o n t r o l s t h e f l o w of c a p i t a l , 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p , t e c h n o l o g y , and 
l a b o u r - t h e f a c t o r s of p r o d u c t i o n 
- t h a t a r e u s e d i n r e g i o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t . I n r e t u r n , i t 
r e c e i v e s raw m a t e r i a l s and p r o f i t , 
a s w e l l a s p e o p l e who m i g r a t e t o i t 
i n s e a r c h of g r e a t e r w e l l - b e i n g . 
T h i s p r o c e s s c a n e v o k e r e g i o n a l 
e x p r e s s i o n s w h i c h d e n o u n c e t h o s e 
s i t u a t i o n s of e x t e r n a l c o n t r o l , 
d o m i n a t i o n , or u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t 
c r e a t e d by t h e m e t r o p o l i s , e v e n 
t h o u g h , i t can be a r g u e d , t h e b a s i c 
f a c t o r s of p r o d u c t i o n a r e b e i n g 
e m p l o y e d by t h e m e t r o p o l i s i n a 
n a t u r a l and f a i r manner . T h u s , an 
u r b a n d i m e n s i o n of r e g i o n a l i s m i s 
t h e e x p r e s s i o n of p r o t e s t a g a i n s t 
t h e m e t r o p o l i s . B u t t h i s s a m e 
p a t t e r n can be t u r n e d on i t s h e a d 
t o f a v o u r even a p e r i p h e r a l r e g i o n . 
As a r e g i o n g r o w s a n d d e v e l o p s 
s o c i a l l y a n d e c o n o m i c a l l y , t h e 
f o c u s of r e g i o n a l p o w e r , w h i c h 
u l t i m a t e l y b e c o m e s u r b a n b a s e d , 
g a i n s an i n t e r n a l momentum, and can 
i t s e l f e x e r t an e x t e r n a l f o r c e or 
p r e s e n c e beyond r e g i o n a l b o u n d r i e s . 
T h i s u s u a l l y t a k e s p l a c e only a f t e r 
a c o n s i d e r a b l e p a s s a g e of t i m e , and 
i n t h e c a s e of Canada, o n l y i f t h e 
r e s o u r c e b a s e of a r e g i o n h a s 
g e n e r a t e d s u f f i c i e n t 
i n t e r n a l l y - b a s e d w e a l t h t o c r e a t e 
a n e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l c l a s s c a p a b l e of 
p r o p e l l i n g t h e r e g i o n a l c i t y 
t o w a r d s a p o s i t i o n of i n n o v a t i o n . 

THE ROLE OF THE METROPOLIS 
IN CANADA 

T h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e 
m e t r o p o l i s i n C a n a d a c o i n c i d e s 
g e n e r a l l y w i t h t h e f e d e r a t i o n of 
i t s p r o v i n c e s a f t e r 1867.2 The 
s t a p l e e n t r e p ô t s , g a r r i s o n c e n t r e s , 
a n d c o m m e r c i a l t o w n s o f 
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p r e - C o n f e d e r a t i o n Canada w e r e 
e s s e n t i a l l y co lon i a l o u t p o s t s of a 
European core c e n t r e d on London. 
T h e s e s e t t l e m e n t s w e r e t h e 
i n t e r m e d i a r i e s of a s t a p l e economy, 
b e c a u s e t h r o u g h them f l o w e d t h e 
i m p o r t s of p e o p l e , p r o d u c t s , and 
s e r v i c e s s e n t i n e x c h a n g e f o r 
commodi t ies of t he s e a , f o r e s t , 
l and , and mine. Communities were 
s c a t t e r e d along ocean s h o r e s , l a k e 
f r o n t s , and r i v e r v a l l e y s whe reve r 
a p r o f i t cou ld be t u r n e d . From 
t h i s fragmented base, Montreal rose 
to command t h e "Empire of t h e S t . 
L a w r e n c e . " But t h e i m p a c t of 
c o l o n i a l Montreal , a l though s t r o n g 
i n the old Northwest, was i n i t i a l l y 
weak in A t l a n t i c Canada; even i t s 
p r e s e n c e i n Upper Canada became 
much reduced with the emergence of 
T o r o n t o . T h r o u g h o u t 
p r e - C o n f e d e r a t i o n C a n a d a , t h e n , 
r u r a l - o r i e n t e d l o c a l i s m , r a t h e r 
t h a n r e g i o n a l i s m , l e t a l o n e 
urban-cent red r eg iona l i sm, was t h e 
more c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p a t t e r n . 

W i t h C o n f e d e r a t i o n c a m e 
i n c r e a s e d s o c i a l and e c o n o m i c 
i n t e r a c t i o n among r e g i o n s w h i c h 
f o s t e r e d i n t e g r a t i o n . W i t h 
i n t e g r a t i o n , i n t u r n , came t h e 
c e n t r i n g f o r c e of m e t r o p o l i t a n 
e v o l u t i o n . The l o c a l i s m of 
c o m m u n i t i e s t i e d t o a 
t r a n s - A t l a n t i c h e a r t h was undone 
and replaced by l inkages to c e n t r a l 
Canadian l eadersh ip and innova t ion . 
As new and s u c c e s s i v e s t a p l e 
f r o n t i e r s were d e v e l o p e d a c r o s s 
Canada - t h e m i n i n g and f o r e s t 
t h r u s t in to both B r i t i s h Columbia 
a n d t h e C a n a d i a n S h i e l d o r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p a n s i o n t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e w e s t e r n i n t e r i o r - t h e 
h i n t e r l a n d b e c a m e a t t a c h e d 
p r imar i ly to Montreal and T o r o n t o . 
O v e r t i m e , t h i s p a t t e r n 
i n t e n s i f i e d . For e x a m p l e , t h e 
N a t i o n a l P o l i c y of e c o n o m i c 
development, introduced i n the l a t e 
1 8 7 0 s , r e i n f o r c e d t h e g r o w i n g 

c o n t r o l of t h e c e n t r e i n t h e 
s p h e r e s of m a n u f a c t u r i n g , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and f i n a n c e . The 
l i n e s of u l t i m a t e c o n t r o l , however, 
extended beyond Canada t o r each an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e t r o p o l i s , such as 
New York or London. 

As C a n a d a e n t e r e d t h e 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , f a c t o r s of 
g e o g r a p h i c p o s i t i o n , l a r g e l o c a l 
m a r k e t s , t h e n e x u s o f 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n r o u t e s , a n d 
p o l i t i c a l s t r e n g t h c o n t i n u e d t o 
r e i n f o r c e the i n i t i a l advan t age of 
m e t r o p o l i t a n i s m p l a c e d a t t h e 
d i s p o s a l of c e n t r a l C a n a d a . 
Indeed, the m a t u r i n g u r b a n p l a c e s 
of s o u t h e r n O n t a r i o and s o u t h e r n 
Quebec emerged to act in u n i s o n as 
a core system to wield s u b s t a n t i a l 
c o n t r o l over an expanding r e s o u r c e 
h i n t e r l a n d . This p a t t e r n continued 
l i t t l e changed during y e a r s of war 
and depress ion and down through the 
expansionary e r a of t h e 1950s and 
1 9 6 0 s . T r u e , t h e e x t e r n a l and 
i n t e r n a l f e a t u r e s of t h e p a t t e r n 
became more c o m p l e x . C a n a d a ' s 
l i n k s to t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s were 
s t r o n g e r and more d ive r se than ever 
be fo re , and new t i e s with Japan and 
o the r na t ions had been forged. And 
i n t e r n a l l y , a s t h e l i m i t s of 
s e t t l emen t were expanded, c i t i e s of 
t h e h e a r t l a n d a n d h i n t e r l a n d 
i n t e n s i f i e d t h e i r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
economic f u n c t i o n s . But there were 
n e v e r t h e l e s s po r t en t s of change i n 
t h e e v o l v i n g p a t t e r n of r e g i o n a l 
m e t r o p o l i t a n d e v e l o p m e n t . As 
b e f o r e , t h e p r e c u r s o r of new 
r e g i o n a l wealth and r e g i o n a l u r b a n 
development was s t a p l e p r o d u c t i o n . 
Increased world demand fo r lumber 
and pu lp and p a p e r and new c a l l s 
for m e t a l l i c ores and h y d r o e l e c t r i c 
power have g r e a t l y enr iched B r i t i s h 
Columbia1s economy. F o s s i l f u e l s , 
and mos t p a r t i c u l a r l y o i l a n d 
n a t u r a l gas , have pa r layed A l b e r t a 
i n t o a new p o s i t i o n of s t r e n g t h . 
E v e n S a s k a t c h e w a n , w h o s e 
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e n t r e p r e n e u r s i n c l u d e d a s o c i a l i s t 
g o v e r n m e n t , c a n now c l a i m a n 
i m p r o v e d s t a t u s a s a r e s u l t of 
p o t a s h d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e s e 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y e x p a n d e d r e g i o n a l 
e c o n o m i e s h a v e f o s t e r e d u r b a n 
d e v e l o p m e n t t h a t h a s c r e a t e d new 
r o l e s fo r t h e h i n t e r l a n d 1 s r i s i n g 
m e t r o p o l i t a n c e n t r e s . 

THE POWER OF THE METROPOLIS 

There can be l i t t l e doubt t h a t 
t h e m e t r o p o l i s o p e r a t e s f r o m a 
p o s i t i o n of s t r e n g t h . T h r o u g h i t s 
p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , i t i s 
a b l e t o i n f l u e n c e s o c i e t y a n d 
e c o n o m y . I n C a n a d a , f e d e r a l 
i m m i g r a t i o n p o l i c i e s , wh ich s e a r c h 
a g g r e s s i v e l y f o r s k i l l e d l a b o u r , 
h a v e s e r v e d i n p a r t t o r e i n f o r c e 
t h e d i v e r s i t y of t h e c o r e ' s a l r e a d y 
c o n s i d e r a b l e w o r k f o r c e . F u r t h e r , 
and more e x p l i c i t l y , t h e e c o n o m i c 
p o l i c y o f n a t i o n a l t a r i f f 
p r o t e c t i o n has c r e a t e d a n e c o n o m i c 
shadow of A m e r i c a n b r a n c h p l a n t s 
o v e r Canada 1 s i n d u s t r i a l h e a r t l a n d , 
a n d n o t a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n ' s 
h i n t e r l a n d . B e y o n d t h e s e 
p o l i t i c a l l y d i r e c t e d e x a m p l e s , i t 
i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e s i z a b l e 
p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e m e t r o p o l i s 
t r a n s m i t s s o c i a l v a l u e s , b u s i n e s s 
p r a c t i c e s , a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
t e c h n i q u e s w h i c h a r e r e a d i l y 
a d o p t e d e l s e w h e r e . I n C a n a d a , t h e 
c o r p o r a t e o p e r a t i o n s of H o l l i s 
S t r e e t i n H a l i f a x d i f f e r l i t t l e 
from t h o s e of Bay S t r e e t , T o r o n t o . 
Even on t h e s u b u r b a n l a n d s c a p e , 
t h e r e i s l i t t l e t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e 
t h e r e g i o n a l c i t i e s of C a n a d a : 
u b i q u i t o u s b u n g a l o w s e v e r y w h e r e 
c o n f o r m t o n a t i o n a l h o u s i n g 
s t a n d a r d s . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
C a n a d a ' s e t h n i c p l u r a l i s m , o r t h e 
t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n E n g l i s h a n d 
F r e n c h , t h e c i t i e s of Canada h a v e , 
i n a s e n s e , c o a l e s c e d i n t h e i r 
s o c i a l c h a r a c t e r . There i s l i t t l e 
e v i d e n c e of r e g i o n a l p r o t e s t 
a g a i n s t t h e s o c i a l s t a n d a r d s of t h e 

c i t y . R e g i o n a l i s m b a s e d on t h e s e 
c r i t e r i a t e n d s t o be r u r a l i n 
o r i g i n , n o t u r b a n . And i n t h e s e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e p r o t e s t c a n be 
d i r e c t e d j u s t a s much a g a i n s t a 
r e g i o n a l c i t y a s i t c a n a g a i n s t a 
n a t i o n a l o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
m e t r o p o l i s . T h e c o m p l a i n t s of 
i n d u s t r i a l C a p e B r e t o n u s u a l l y 
r e a c h H a l i f a x b e f o r e they a r e h e a r d 
i n O t t a w a . 

I t i s e c o n o m i c p o w e r , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t which i s e x t e n d e d 
o r s u p p o r t e d b y p o l i t i c a l 
d e c i s i o n s , t h a t g e n e r a t e s r e g i o n a l 
a n g e r a g a i n s t t h e m e t r o p o l i s . By 
d e f i n i t i o n , a m e t r o p o l i s a c q u i r e s 
p o w e r t h r o u g h t h e s u c c e s s i v e 
a c q u i s i t i o n o f t r a d i n g , 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and 
f i n a n c i a l r o l e s . With t h e s e 
a c t i v i t i e s i n p l a c e , i t i s a b l e t o 
c r e a t e a s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g s t a t e of 
w e l l - b e i n g t o compete a g a i n s t , and 
d e f e a t , m o s t u r b a n c o m p e t i t o r s . 
The d e - i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n of t h e 
M a r i t i m e s i s a t e s t of t h i s 
s t a t e m e n t . T h r o u g h t h e l a t e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e r e g i o n was 
a b l e t o e s t a b l i s h i m p o r t a n t 
i n d u s t r i e s of i r o n a n d s t e e l , 
s u g a r , and t e x t i l e s . The N a t i o n a l 
P o l i c y of g o v e r n m e n t t a r i f f s , 
b o u n t i e s , a n d f r e i g h t r a t e 
p r e f e r e n c e s c o m p l e m e n t e d l o c a l 
r e s o u r c e s t o b u i l d an a p p a r e n t l y 
i m p r e s s i v e m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
s e c t o r . By t h e e a r l y 1920s , 
h o w e v e r , c e r t a i n m e t r o p o l i t a n 
c o n c e s s i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y f r e i g h t 
r a t e a l l o w a n c e s , had been r e m o v e d , 
and t h e f r a g i l e s t r u c t u r e of t h e 
r e g i o n ' s m a n u f a c t u r i n g s t o o d 
r e v e a l e d , v i r t u a l l y d e s t r o y e d . But 
c a n o t h e r f a c t o r s e x p l a i n t h i s 
f a i l u r e ? Would t h e c o l l a p s e h a v e 
t a k e n p l a c e r e g a r d l e s s of s h i f t i n g 
m e t r o p o l i t a n p o l i c y ? I n d e e d , i n 
some t o w n s a n d c i t i e s , l i m i t e d 
l o c a l m a r k e t s , a weakened r e s o u r c e 
b a s e , a n d e v e n q u e s t i o n a b l e 
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l p r a c t i c e s a l l 



56 

c o n t r i b u t e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o t h e 
p r o c e s s of d e - i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . ^ 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e e n s u i n g r e g i o n a l 
o u t c r y of " M a r i t i m e R i g h t s " c a s t 
blame d i r e c t l y a t t h e m e t r o p o l i s . 
I s t h i s t h e myth of t h e m e t r o p o l i s ? 

THE MYTH OF THE METROPOLIS 

I f t h e p u r p o r t e d f o r c e of t h e 
m e t r o p o l i s i s a l l p e r v a s i v e , i t 
s h o u l d be p o s s i b l e t o m e a s u r e t h e 
s o c i a l and economic f e a t u r e s of i t s 
power . I n t h i s way, t h e m e t r o p o l i s 
s h o u l d r e v e a l i t s e l f as a l e a d e r i n 
s u c h a r e a s a s p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , 
e a r n e d i n c o m e s , and m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
a n d f i n a n c i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n . 
M o r e o v e r , i t s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o 
c o n s o l i d a t e t h i s l e a d e r s h i p by 
a c q u i r i n g , ove r t i m e , an i n c r e a s i n g 
n a t i o n a l s h a r e o f e c o n o m i c 
a c t i v i t y , i f not of p o p u l a t i o n . 

I t i s t r u e t h a t e c o n o m i c 
s t r e n g t h r e m a i n s i n t h e d o m a i n of 
C a n a d a ' s u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l c o r e ; 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g a n d b u s i n e s s 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n i l l u s t r a t e t h i s 
p o i n t . I n 1 9 7 8 , T o r o n t o 
h e a d q u a r t e r e d 183 of C a n a d a ' s 
l e a d i n g 500 companies ( m e a s u r e d by 
t o t a l v o l u m e of s a l e s ) ; M o n t r e a l 
1 0 1 ; V a n c o u v e r 4 3 ; a n d C a l g a r y 
3 8 . 6 Thus , t h e r e i s a c e r t a i n 
e c o n o m i c w e l l - b e i n g i n h e a r t l a n d 
c i t i e s such t h a t Ot tawa and T o r o n t o 
a r e l e a d e r s i n i n c o m e s a t t a i n e d . 
At t h e same t i m e , t h o u g h , some of 
t h e c o r e ' s c i t i e s r a n k l o w e r t h a n 
h i n t e r l a n d c i t i e s i n i n c o m e s 
e a r n e d . I n d e e d , C a l g a r y , Edmonton, 
and Vancouver , a l l of t h e w e s t e r n 
p e r i p h e r y , r a n k i n t h e t o p t e n . 
M o r e o v e r , t h e s e same c o m m u n i t i e s 
a r e now g r o w i n g a t e v e r f a s t e r 
r a t e s , a b s o r b i n g a l a r g e r s h a r e of 
C a n a d a ' s u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n . They 
a r e f u n c t i o n i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y a s 
m e t r o p o l i t a n c e n t r e s , d r a w i n g 
f i n a n c i a l and c o r p o r a t e p o w e r away 
f rom c e n t r a l C a n a d a . C a l g a r y ' s 
g r o w t h r a t e s i n f i n a n c i a l 

t r a n s a c t i o n s - f o r example , cheques 
c l e a r e d , s t o c k s s o l d , b u s i n e s s 
o f f i c e s a t t a i n e d - o u t - s t r i p p e d 
t h o s e of T o r o n t o a n d M o n t r e a l 
d u r i n g t h e 1 9 7 0 s . As s e a t s of 
n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t e power , Vancouver 
h e a d q u a r t e r s a m a j o r i t y of t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s l a r g e s t f o r e s t r y 
c o m p a n i e s , a n d C a l g a r y i n 1 9 7 9 
h o u s e d f u l l y 5 2 6 o f t h e 6 1 2 
C a n a d i a n - b a s e d e x p l o r a t i o n a n d 
p r o d u c t i o n c o m p a n i e s i n t h e o i l 
s e c t o r . I n t h i s n a t i o n a l c o n t e x t , 
i t i s E d m o n t o n ' s p o l i t i c a l r o l e 
which has enhanced i t s p r o m i n e n c e . 
T o d a y , a s P e t e r S m i t h a r g u e s , 
" g o v e r n m e n t d e c i s i o n s a r e a s 
c r u c i a l t o r e g i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t as 
t h e d e c i s i o n s t a k e n by f i n a n c i e r s 
and i n d u s t r y e x e c u t i v e s . " ' Smith 
f u r t h e r p o i n t s ou t t h a t i f t h e r e i s 
v a l i d i t y t o t h e p o p u l a r n o t i o n t h a t 
C a n a d a ' s " c e n t r e of g r a v i t y " i s 
s h i f t i n g w e s t w a r d , t h e s h i f t i s 
b i p o l a r - e c o n o m i c p o w e r t o w a r d s 
C a l g a r y , p o l i t i c a l p o w e r t o w a r d s 
E d m o n t o n . As b e f o r e , t h e r e f o r e , 
r e s o u r c e p r o d u c t i o n has a l t e r e d t h e 
m e t r o p o l i t a n p a t t e r n i n Canada , and 
h e i g h t e n e d a w a r e n e s s of t h e f o r c e 
of C a n a d i a n r e g i o n a l i s m . I f t h e 
e x p r e s s e d r e g i o n a l i s m of A l b e r t a 
p r e v a i l s , no l o n g e r w i l l t h e 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s of c e n t r a l Canada 
h a v e a c c e s s t o c h e a p e n e r g y . I s 
t h i s n o t a d i r e c t c h a l l e n g e , a n 
e x p r e s s i o n o f u r b a n - b a s e d 
r e g i o n a l i s m , a g a i n s t t h e 
c e n t r i p e t a l p o l i c i e s of t h e 
m e t r o p o l i s so l o n g i m p o s e d on t h e 
w e s t e r n i n t e r i o r ? I s t h e r e n o t a 
s e n s e of r e g i o n a l j u s t i c e h e r e ? 
T h e m y t h of t h e m e t r o p o l i s i s 
c l e a r l y under a t t a c k . 

CONCLUSION 

The t r a d i t i o n a l m e t r o p o l i t a n 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , w i t h i t s 
c o n n o t a t i o n s of t r i b u t a r y s t a t u s , 
e c o n o m i c d e p e n d e n c y , and a s t e e p 
c u l t u r a l g r a d i e n t , h a s s u r e l y 
become, e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e Wor ld War 
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I I , a nat ional myth. C e r t a i n l y 
this is true in Canada's western 
regions. Here, urban r e s i d e n t s 
express themselves in innovative 
ways as leaders of n a t i o n a l and 
even in te rna t iona l circumstance. 
As the 1980s are e n t e r e d , t h e 
capital , technology, and corporate 
s t r a t eg ies of Calgary, Edmonton, 
and Vancouver are being implemented 
w e l l beyond t h e i r i m m e d i a t e 
r e g i o n s . This b e h a v i o r h a s 
h e i g h t e n e d t h e r e g i o n a l 
consciousness of these people, and 
the i r increasing regionalism has 
in t ens i f i ed the uniqueness and 
f r a g i l i t y of Canada's r e g i o n a l 
fabric. 

But a l l of Canada's regions 
cannot claim th i s advance. The 
urban centres of the Mar i t imes , 
Newfoundland, the Northlands, and 
even of Quebec, s t i l l p r o t e s t 
against the cent ra l iz ing force of 
the Canadian metropolitan a reas . 
Their urban-based regionalism i s 
s t i l l marked by a s e n s e of 
frustration, if not, at times, of 
anger . The tone of r e g i o n a l 
grievances has been tempered in the 
M a r i t i m e s , a t l e a s t , by t h e 
well-meaning efforts of the federal 
government to halt the slide of the 
region's falling economic position. 
S t i l l , metropolitan control wi l l 
remain always in p lace , as w i l l 
regional protest, when the stimulus 
fo r economic deve lopment i s 
assigned in the p o l i t i c a l market 
place. 

Canada is a nation of regions 
in which the metropolis has exerted 
a considerable presence, not only 
in the poli t ical arena, but also in 
economic and cultural spheres. The 
ro le of the c i t y in Canad ian 
regionalism has been profound. As 
a symbol of increasing regionalism, 
the rise of the western c i t i e s has 
created a challenge to the myth of 
metropolitan domination by Toronto 

and by Montreal. The gradient of 
metropolitanism has been a l t e red . 
The simple dichotomy in Canada of 
metropolis and h i n t e r l a n d i s no 
longer valid. The role of recent 
city growth has been to increase 
the i d e n t i t y and d i v e r s i t y of 
Canada's regional fabric. 
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