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NOTES AND COMMENTS/NOTES ET COMMENTAIRES 

•k -k k & >V -k k >V * >V 

A r t i c l e s a p p e a r i n g i n t h i s j o u r n a l a r e i ndexed a n d / o r a b s t r a c t e d i n URBAN 
CANADA/CANADA URBAIN; GEO ABSTRACTS; HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS; AMERICA: HISTORY 
AND LIFE; CURRENT CONTENTS; ARTS AND HUMANITIES CITATION INDEX; AND THE 
CANADIAN PERIODICAL INDEX. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

PETER A. BASKERVILLE i s a member of t h e U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a h i s t o r y 
d e p a r t m e n t . He i s c u r r e n t l y p r e p a r i n g a s t u d y of t h e Bank of Upper Canada 
f o r t h e Champlain S o c i e t y . [ P r o f e s s o r P e t e r A. B a s k e r v i l l e , Depar tment of 
H i s t o r y , U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a , V i c t o r i a , B . C . , V8W 2Y2] 

JOHN H. TAYLOR i s on t h e f a c u l t y of t h e H i s t o r y Depar tmen t a t C a r l e t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y and i s an A s s o c i a t e E d i t o r of Urban History Review [ P r o f e s s o r 
John H. T a y l o r , D e p a r t m e n t of H i s t o r y , C a r l e t o n U n i v e r s i t y , O t t a w a , 
O n t a r i o , K1S 5B6.] 

MELVIN BAKER r e c e n t l y comple ted h i s PH.D. a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y of Wes te rn 
O n t a r i o . The t i t l e of h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n i s "A S o c i a l H i s t o r y of M u n i c i p a l 
I n s t i t u t i o n s i n S t . J o h n f s , Newfoundland, 1 8 0 0 - 1 9 2 1 . " [Dr. Mel vin Baker , 4 
Co I I i ns P I a c e , Mount P e a r l , Newfoundland, A1N 1E5] 

L .D. McCANN i s a member of t h e geography d e p a r t m e n t a t Mount A l l i s o n 
U n i v e r s i t y i n S a c k v i l l e , New B r u n s w i c k . He i s c u r r e n t l y p r e p a r i n g a 
h i s t o r y of H a l i f a x fo r t h e History of Canadian Cities Series. [ P r o f e s s o r 
Larry McCann, Depar tment of Geography, Mount A l l i s o n U n i v e r s i t y , S a c k v i l l e , 
New Bru nsw i ck, EOA 3C0] 

ELIZABETH BLOOMFIELD i s a P h . D . c a n d i d a t e a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y of G u e l p h 
and i s w r i t i n g h e r d i s s e r t a t i o n on " T h e C i t y - B u i l d i n g P r o c e s s i n 
B e r l i n / K i t c h e n e r - W a t e r l o o , 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 3 0 . " [Mrs. E . P . B l o o m f i e l d , 16 Caribou 
C r e s c e n t , Guelph , O n t a r i o , N1E 1C9] 

COVER PHOTOGRAPH 

The Railway Map of Canada West... 3 p u b l i s h e d by M a c l e a r and Company, 
T o r o n t o , 1857. The map i s r e p r o d u c e d t h r o u g h t h e c o u r t e s y of t h e N a t i o n a l 
Map C o l l e c t i o n , P u b l i c A r c h i v e s of Canada. 
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COPIES OF THE URBAN HISTORY REVIEW 

Forthcoming i s s u e s a r e a v a i l a b l e on a s u b s c r i p t i o n b a s i s a t $8 .00 
( i n d i v i d u a l ) or $12.00 ( i n s t i t u t i o n a l ) f o r t h r e e i s s u e s a n n u a l l y or a t 
$4.00 for a s ing le i s s u e . Back i s sues of most numbers p u b l i s h e d t o d a t e 
a r e s t i l l a v a i l a b l e a t a c o s t of $4 .00 e a c h . Out of p r i n t c o p i e s a r e 
i n d i c a t e d with an a s t e r i s k . Copies of a v a i l a b l e i s sues may be o b t a i n e d by 
sending a cheque or money order , payable to the Receiver General for Canada 
(Spec ia l Account) , to Order S e r v i c e s , Publ i sh ing Div i s ion , Nat ional Museums 
of Canada, Ottawa, Onta r io , K1A 0M8. 

The i s sues published to date are l i s t e d be low. P l e a s e n o t e t h a t 
1979 the Urban History Review adopted a new numbering system. 

i n 

Original Numbering System 

1972 1973 

No. 1-72 (February 1972) 
No. 2-72 (June 1972)* 
No. 3-73 (November 1972)* 

No. 1-73 (May 1973) 
No. 2-73 (October 1973) 
No. 3-73 (February 1974) 

1974 1975 

No. 1-74 (June 1974) 
No. 2-74 (October 1974) 
No. 3-74 (February 1975) 

No. 1-75 (June 1975)* 
No. 2-75 (October 1975) 
No. 3-75 (February 1976) 

1976 1977 

No. 1-76 (June 1976) 
No. 2-76 (October 1976) 
No. 3-76 (February 1977) 

No. 1-77 (June 1977) 
No. 2-77 (October 1977) 
No. 3-77 (February 1978) 

1978 

No. 1-78 (June 1978) 
No. 2-78 (October 1978) 
No. 3-78 (February 1979) 

New Numbering System 

Vol. VIII, No. 1 (June 1979) 
Vol. VIII, No. 2 (October 1979) 
Vol. VIII, No. 3 (February 1980) 

Vol. IX, No. 1 (June 1980) 
Vol. IX, No. 2 (October 1980) 
Vol. IX, No. 3 (February 1981) 
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An i n d e x c o v e r i n g t h e y e a r s 1972-1977 i s a l s o a v a i l a b l e f r e e of 
charge . When o rder ing , p lease i n d i c a t e Index for the Urban History Review3 
1972-1977. (Ottawa: Nat ional Museum of Man Mercury S e r i e s , His tory 
Divis ion Paper No. 24, 1978). 

EXEMPLAIRES DE LA REVUE D'HISTOIRE URBAINE 

Les numéros â v e n i r s e r o n t o f f e r t aux abonnés â r a i s o n de $ 8 . 0 0 
( i n d i v i d u ) ou de $12.00 ( i n s t i t u t i o n a l ) par année pour t r o i s numéros ou de 
$4.00 pour un s e u l numéro. I l r e s t e e n c o r e des a n c i e n s numéros de l a 
p lupar t des l i v r a i s o n s qui se vendent $4.00 chacun. L ' a s t é r i s q u e i n d i q u e 
un numéro é p u i s é . Pour ob ten i r un ancien numéro, i l f au t envoyer un chèque 
ou mandat f a i t à l ' o r d r e du Receveur généra l du Canada (Compte s p é c i a l ) à 
c e t t e a d r e s s e : S e r v i c e des commandes, D i v i s i o n de l ' é d i t i o n , Musées 
nat ionaux du Canada, Ottawa (Ontar io) K1A 0M8. 

Voici plus bas la l i s t e des numéros parus j u s q u ' i c i , j u squ ' à la f i n de 
1978 ( f é v r i e r 1 9 7 9 ) . N o t e z l ' a d o p t i o n , en 1 9 7 9 , d ' u n e n o u v e l l e 
numérotat ion selon l a q u e l l e Vol. V I I I , n° 1 désigne la première l i v r a i s o n 
de la huit ième année de p a r u t i o n . 

Ancienne numérotation 

1972 1973 

N° 1-72 (février 1972) 
N° 2-72 (juin 1972)* 
N° 3-72 (novembre 1972)* 

N° 1-73 (mai 1973) 
N° 2-73 (octobre 1973) 
N° 3-73 (février 1974) 

1974 1975 

NO 1-74 (juin 1974) 
N° 2-74 (octobre 1974) 
NO 3-74 (février 1975) 

NO 1-75 (juin 1975)* 
N° 2-75 (octobre 1975) 
N° 3-75 (février 1976) 

1976 1977 

NO 1-76 (juin 1976) 
N° 2-76 (octobre 1976) 
N° 3-76 (février 1977) 

N° 1-77 
NO 2-77 
NO 3-77 

(juin 1977) 
(octobre 1977) 
(février 1978) 

1978 

N° 1-78 (juin 1978) 
NO 2-78 (octobre 1978) 
N° 3-78 (février 1979) 

"k >V >V 
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Nouvelle numérotation 

Vol. VIII, n° 1 (juin 1979) Vol. IX, n° 1 (juin 1980) 
Vol. VIII, n° 2 (octobre 1979) Vol. IX, n° 2 (octobre 1980) 
Vol. VIII, n° 3 (février 1980) Vol. IX, n° 3 (février 1981) 

Il y a aussi un index gratuit des années 1972 à* 1977. Pour commander, 
veuillez indiquer: Index de la Revue d'histoire urbaine (1972-1977) (Ottawa 
- Musée national de lfHomme - collection Mercure, Division de lThistoire, 
dossier n° 24, 1978). 

PROMOTIONAL BROCHURE 

A p r o m o t i o n a l b r o c h u r e fo r Urban History Review i s a v a i l a b l e f o r 
d i s t r i b u t i o n a t c o n f e r e n c e s a n d f o r c i r c u l a t i o n by m a i l . P e r s o n s 
i n t e r e s t e d i n h a v i n g c o p i e s f o r s u c h p u r p o s e s may r e q u e s t them f rom t h e 
H i s t o r y D i v i s i o n , N a t i o n a l Museum of Man, O t t a w a , O n t a r i o , K1A 0M8. 

UNE BROCHURE PUBLICITAIRE 

Une b r o c h u r e p u b l i c i t a i r e c o n c e r n a n t l a Revue d'histoire urbaine e s t 
d i s p o n i b l e . On p e u t s e l a p r o c u r e r s o i t ,pour l a d i s t r i b u t i o n l o r s de 
c o n f é r e n c e s s o i t pour l T e x p é d i e r p a r l a p o s t e , en s ' a d r e s s a n t â : D i v i s i o n 
de l T h i s t o i r e , Musée n a t i o n a l de l !Homme, Ot tawa ( O n t a r i o ) , K1A 0M8. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

C e n t r e f o r Urban and Community S t u d i e s 
U n i v e r s i t y of T o r o n t o 
150 S t . George S t r e e t 
T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o 
M5S 1A1 

RESEARCH PAPER SERIES 

- P h i l i p S. M o r i s s o n , New Dwelling Stock From the Existing Housing 
Stock: A Location Model ( June 1 9 8 0 ) , 46 p p . , $ 2 . 5 0 . Pape r No. 1 1 3 . 

- John R. Miron, The Rise of the One-Person Household: The Ontario 
Experience, 1951-1976 ( June 1 9 8 0 ) , 53 p p . , $ 2 . 7 5 . Pape r No. 116 . 

- J . B . C u l l i n g w o r t h , Canadian Housing Policy Research: Some Initial 
Impressions ( J u l y 1 9 8 0 ) , 62 p p . , $ 3 . 0 0 . P a p e r No. 117 . 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC SERIES 

- S.E. Corke, A Selected^ Annotated Bibliography of Canadian Housing 
Researchj 1970-1979 (June 1980), 264 pp., $8.00. Vol #13. 

INSTITUTE OF URBAN STUDIES 
University of Winnipeg 
515 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3B 2E9 

FOUR NEW STUDIES 

- Frank Johnson, et. al. Core Area Report: A Reassessment of 
Conditions in Inner City Winnipeg. 1979. Pp. 235. $8.50. 

- Sybil Frenette. Conservation Strategies for Selected Older 
Neighbourhoods. 1979. Pp. 78. $7.25. 

- C. McKee, C. Engel, and C. Sherba. Handbook for Managers of Social 
Housing. 1979. Pp. 126. $7.00. 

- C. McKee, S. Clatworthy, S. Frenette. Housing: Inner City Older 
Areas. 1979. Pp. 98. $7.00. 

CANADIAN CENTRE FOR ARCHITECTURE kept on file, and the guide will be 
continually updated. 

The C a n a d i a n C e n t r e f o r 
A r c h i t e c t u r e , founded i n 1979, i s a 
p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n i n t e r e s t e d i n 
a l l a s p e c t s of t h e s t u d y of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d t h e b u i l t 
environment. One of i t s p u r p o s e s 
i s to act as a c l e a r i n g - h o u s e for 
i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t i n e n t t o 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e c o r d s i n Canada. 
For t h i s r e a s o n , t h e C e n t r e h a s 
i n i t i a t e d t h e C a n a d i a n 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l R e c o r d s S u r v e y . 
Funded i n p a r t by t h e C a n a d a 
C o u n c i l , t h e a im of CARS i s t o 
c o l l e c t information on the l oca t i on 
and c o n t e n t s of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
holdings in Canada and then pub l i sh 
a c o m p r e h e n s i v e r e s e a r c h g u i d e 
which w i l l be d i s t r i b u t e d a c r o s s 
t h e c o u n t r y f o r t h e u s e of 
s t u d e n t s , r e s e a r c h e r s , a n d 
s c h o l a r s . All in format ion w i l l be 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l c o l l e c t i o n s may 
be p u b l i c or p r i v a t e a n d may 
c o n s i s t of a r c h i t e c t u r a l records in 
the broadest sense: 

- drawings 
- renderings 
- blueprints 
- view of buildings 
~ b o o k s , p e r i o d i c a l s and o t h e r 

p r i n t e d m a t e r i a l 
- post card c o l l e c t i o n s 
- c a d a s t r a l maps, insurance a t l a s e s 

and o t h e r l a r g e s c a l e maps 
showing bu i ld ings 

- photographs and s l i d e s 
- pe rsona l or business papers 

I f y o u k n o w o f a n y 
i n d i v i d u a l s , i n s t i t u t i o n s , o r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s w h i c h may be i n 
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p o s s e s s i o n of any a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
r e c o r d s , s u c h a s t h o s e l i s t e d 
a b o v e , i t would be most a p p r e c i a t e d 
i f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n w e r e f o r w a r d e d 
t o G . P i e r r e G o a d , P r o j e c t 
C o - o r d i n a t o r , CARS, The C a n a d i a n 
C e n t r e f o r A r c h i t e c t u r e , 4 1 8 
B o n s e c o u r s S t r e e t , M o n t r e a l , 
Quebec H2Y 3C4. 

NEW JOURNAL FOR THE HISTORY OF 
CANADIAN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY 

AND MEDICINE 

The HSTC BULLETIN: Journal for 
the History of Canadian Science^ 
Technology and Medicine/Revue 
d rhistoire des s ciences 3 des 
techniques et de la médecine au 
Canada commenced p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e 
autumn of 1980 . I t i s a s u c c e s s o r 
t o a n e w s l e t t e r w h i c h h a s b e e n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y p u b l i s h e d s i n c e 1 9 7 6 . 
The f i r s t vo lume of t h r e e n u m b e r s 
w i l l c a r r y r e f e r e e d a r t i c l e s i n 
b o t h E n g l i s h and F r e n c h i n t h e s e 
a r e a s . T h e j o u r n a l w i l l a l s o 
p r o v i d e r e v i e w s of b o o k s , news of 
t h e p r o f e s s i o n , b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , and 
o t h e r v a l u a b l e n o t e s . One y e a r ' s 
s u b s c r i p t i o n i s $8.00 i n Canada fo r 
i n d i v i d u a l s , $ 1 0 . 0 0 f o r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d $ 1 0 . 0 0 f o r 
i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h e USA a n d 
o v e r s e a s , $12 .00 fo r i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Cheques , p a y a b l e i n C a n a d i a n f u n d s 
t o HSTC BULLETIN ; or r e q u e s t s f o r 
i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g s u b m i s s i o n 
of a r t i c l e s , shou ld be s e n t t o t h e 
e d i t o r , D r . R i c h a r d A. J a r r e l l , 
Dep t . of N a t u r a l S c i e n c e , A t k i n s o n 
C o l l e g e , Y o r k U n i v e r s i t y , 
Downsview, O n t a r i o , Canada M3J 2R7. 

CMHC PUBLICATIONS 

T h e C a n a d a M o r t g a g e a n d 
Hous ing C o r p o r a t i o n has p u b l i s h e d a 
List of CMHC Publications ( C a t . No. 
NH 1 5 - 3 / 1 9 7 8 ) . The l i s t i n c l u d e s 
b o t h f r e e and p r i c e d p u b l i c a t i o n s 

a n d a l i s t of CMHC O f f i c e s i n 
C a n a d a . F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n 
w r i t e N a t i o n a l O f f i c e , CMHC, 
O t t a w a , O n t a r i o , K1A 0 P 7 . 

PUBLICATIONS DE LA SCHL 

L a S o c i é t é c a n a d i e n n e 
d T h y p o t h è q u e s e t de l o g e m e n t a 
p u b l i é une Liste des publications 
de la SCHL (N<> de c a t . NH 
1 5 - 3 / 1 9 7 8 ) , q u i f o u r n i t l a l i s t e 
d e s p u b l i c a t i o n s g r a t u i t e s e t 
p a y a n t e s e t l a l i s t e d e s b u r e a u x 
c a n a d i e n s de l a SCHL. Pour o b t e n i r 
de p l u s amples r e n s e i g n e m e n t s , on 
p e u t é c r i r e au B u r e a u n a t i o n a l de 
l a SCHL, OTTAWA KlA 0P7 . 

The Directory of Canadian 
Urban Information Sources i s a 
c o m p e n d i u m of d a t a r e l a t i n g t o 
u r b a n s t u d i e s which was p r e p a r e d by 
t h e f o r m e r M i n i s t r y of S t a t e f o r 
Urban A f f a i r s . F i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 
1 9 7 4 , i t a p p e a r e d i n two r e v i s e d 
e d i t i o n s , t h e m o s t r e c e n t b e i n g 
1977 . The Directory i n c l u d e d 
s i g n i f i c a n t b i b l i o g r a p h i c 
r e f e r e n c e s , a l i s t of l i b r a r i e s , 
a r c h i v e s and i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t r e s 
h o l d i n g r e s e a r c h m a t e r i a l , u r b a n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s 
o f f e r i n g u r b a n c o u r s e s . While some 
of t h i s d a t a w i l l be d a t e d , much 
may be of u s e t o s t u d e n t s of u r b a n 
a f f a i r s . CMHC h a s t a k e n o v e r t h e 
r e m a i n i n g s t o c k o f t h e 1 9 7 7 
e d i t i o n , and c o p i e s may be o b t a i n e d 
f r e e of c h a r g e by w r i t i n g M o n i c a 
Welch, Canad ian Hous ing I n f o r m a t i o n 
C e n t r e , CMHC, M o n t r e a l R o a d , 
O t t a w a , O n t a r i o , K1A 0 P 7 . 

Le Répertoire des sources 
dfinformation urbaine au Canada3 
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p r e p a r e p a r l ' a n c i e n m i n i s t è r e 
d ' É t a t aux A f f a i r e s u r b a i n e s , e s t 
un r e c u e i l de données r e l a t i v e s aux 
études u r b a i n e s . 11 a paru dTabord 
en 1974 p u i s en deux é d i t i o n s 
r é v i s é e s , l a d e r n i è r e d a t a n t de 
1977. Le R é p e r t o i r e comprend des 
ré férences b ib l i og raph iques u t i l e s 
e t une l i s t e des b i b l i o t h è q u e s , 
a rch ives et c e n t r e s d f i n f o r m a t ion 
p o s s é d a n t d e s s o u r c e s d e 
documentation, dTorganismes urbains 
e t des u n i v e r s i t é s d o n n a n t d e s 
cours s u r l e s a f f a i r e s u r b a i n e s . 
C e r t a i n e s de ces données s e r o n t 
p é r i m é e s , mais beaucoup p e u v e n t 
ê t r e u t i l e s aux é t u d i a n t s d e s 
a f f a i r e s u r b a i n e s . La SCHL a 
a c q u i s t o u s l e s i n v e n d u s de 
l T é d i t i o n 1 9 7 7 , d o n t on p e u t 
o b t e n i r g r a t u i t e m e n t d e s 
e x e m p l a i r e s en s ' a d r e s s a n t p a r 
é c r i t à M o n i c a W e l c h , C e n t r e 
c a n a d i e n de d o c u m e n t a t i o n s u r 
l ' h a b i t a t i o n , SCHL, c h e m i n de 
Montréal , OTTAWA K1A 0P7. 

"CITY BLOCKS, CITY SPACES" 
HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF CANADA'S 

URBAN GROWTH, c. 1850 - 1900 

The exh ib i t ion "City Blocks , 
City Spaces" opened i n Ottawa at 
the Pub l i c Archives of Canada on 
Apr i l 22, 1980. The e x h i b i t i o n 
l a t e r moved to the Centre for Film 
and Photography in Toronto ( Ju ly , 
1 9 8 0 ) , t h e McCord Museum i n 
M o n t r e a l (November 5 , 1980 -
January 4 , 1981), and t h e Pub l i c 
Archives of Nova Scotia in Hal i fax 
(July 3 , 1981 - August 14, 1981). 
The organizers of the exh ib i t a l s o 
h o p e t o c o n f i r m b o o k i n g s i n 
Winnipeg and Victoria in the spring 
and summer of 1982. 

An exhibition catalogue of 102 
pages i s a v a i l a b l e upon r e q u e s t . 
I t includes twenty-eight h a l f - t o n e 
r e p r o d u c t i o n s , a l o n g w i t h an 

introduction, t e x t , c a p t i o n s , and 
b i o g r a p h i c a l n o t e s on t h e 
photographers by Li l ly Kol tun. I t 
was designed by Jacques Cha re t t e 
and Associates Ltd. Copies of the 
c a t a l o g u e w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be 
a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h 1982 s i n c e a 
ce r t a in number have been s e t as ide 
for each venue. 

The fol lowing review of t h e 
e x h i b i t was p r e p a r e d by L o u i s e 
A b b o t t . A g r a d u a t e of M c G i l l 
U n i v e r s i t y , Ms. A b b o t t i s a 
f r e e l a n c e b r o a d c a s t e r based i n 
M o n t r e a l . She i s p h o t o g r a p h y 
c r i t i c for the Montreal Gazette and 
a contributor to Art s canada and 
Afterimage. 

•k -k k 

Colonia l s e t t l emen t i n Canada 
began with f o r t s e s t a b l i s h e d a l o n g 
t h e S t . L a w r e n c e a n d i t s 
t r i b u t a r i e s a t T a d o u s s a c , Quebec, 
Trois R i v i è r e s , and Montreal . Like 
c i t y w a l l s , houses r e f l e c t e d t h e 
g a r r i s o n m e n t a l i t y : t h e y had 
h igh -p i t ched roo f s , dormer windows, 
and , where t h e i n h a b i t a n t s cou ld 
a f f o r d i t , s o l i d w a l l s of s t o n e . 
A f t e r t h e B r i t i s h c o n q u e s t , 
h o w e v e r , s e t t l e m e n t t o o k a 
d i f f e r e n t course as a g r i c u l t u r e and 
commerce s u p e r s e d e d w a r f a r e . By 
c o n f e d e r a t i o n , T o r o n t o w a s a 
b u s t l i n g c a p i t a l c i t y of s i x t y 
thousand with a b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t 
along the w a t e r f r o n t which looked 
l i k e a b i t of London t r a n s p l a n t e d . 
I t was not u n t i l the l a s t spike had 
b e e n d r i v e n i n t o t h e C a n a d i a n 
P a c i f i c Railway i n 1885 , however , 
t h a t s u b s t a n t i a l towns b e g a n t o 
a p p e a r on t h e map of w e s t e r n 
Canada. At f i r s t they were l i t t l e 
more t h a n mot l ey c o l l e c t i o n s of 
wood-frame h o u s e s s t r u n g a l o n g 
r u t t e d d i r t r o a d s , but g r a d u a l l y 
they assumed some of the l i v e l i n e s s 
and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n of t h e i r o l d e r 
coun te rpa r t s in the e a s t . 
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Tracing Canada !s urban growth 
during the per iod between 1850 and 
1900 i s the subject of a handsomely 
mounted p h o t o g r a p h y e x h i b i t i o n 
produced by the Publ ic A r c h i v e s of 
Canada, e n t i t l e d "City Blocks, City 
S p a c e s . " L i l l y K o l t u n , a n 
a r c h i v i s t w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l 
Photography C o l l e c t i o n , p roposed 
the idea for the e x h i b i t i o n seve ra l 
y e a r s a g o , a f t e r b e c o m i n g 
i nc r ea s ing ly aware of the r i c h n e s s 
of t he n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y u r b a n 
photography holdings in t h e P u b l i c 
A r c h i v e s . "1 knew t h a t not many 
i n s t i t u t i o n s have such wide genera l 
c o l l e c t i o n s - images t h a t r a n g e 
from one end of the country to t h e 
o t h e r , " she r e c a l l s . "And I a l s o 
knew t h a t t h i s m a t e r i a l w a s 
v i r t u a l l y n e v e r c o n s u l t e d i n i t s 
o r i g i n a l f o r m . P e o p l e w e r e 
s a t i s f i e d w i t h c a t a l o g u e 
r ep roduc t ions , but those never give 
t h e q u a l i t y , t h e f e e l i n g of t h e 
o r i g i n a l p r i n t s . " 

Once Kol tun had won a p p r o v a l 
for he r p r o p o s a l , she d i s c o v e r e d 
t h a t she needed t o do e v e n more 
digging than she had a n t i c i p a t e d . 
S h e e x a m i n e d t h o u s a n d s of 
p h o t o g r a p h s in o r d e r to f i n d t h e 
two h u n d r e d w h i c h w o u l d b e s t 
i l l u s t r a t e C a n a d a ' s u r b a n 
d e v e l o p m e n t , as w e l l a s p r o v i d e 
i n s i g h t i n t o t h e p h o t o g r a p h i c 
s t y l e s and a t t i t u d e s of the e r a . 

"At f i r s t I t h o u g h t 1 shou ld 
document the per iod when the growth 
of C a n a d i a n c i t i e s was m o s t 
spec t acu l a r - 1880 to 1920," Koltun 
e x p l a i n s . "But then 1 r e a l i z e d 
t h a t , i f I d id t h a t , I would be 
b a s i c a l l y making a h i s t o r y r a t h e r 
t h a n a p h o t o s h o w . 1 w a n t e d 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t r e l a t e d t o t h e 
h i s t o r y of pho tog raphy and a l s o 
c o r r e l a t e d t o t h e e a r l i e s t c i t y 
development, beginning i n the 1840s 
and 1850s, when there was a l o t of 
immigra t ion ." 

"I t h o u g h t 1900 would be a 
good c u t o f f b e c a u s e a f t e r t h a t 
t h e r e i s a break i n c o n t i n u i t y . 
F o r e x a m p l e , i-n s h o w i n g t h e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system, 1 wanted t o 
s t ay away from the motor ca r , which 
began a whole new t r e n d . . . . I n 
terms of p h o t o g r a p h i c t e c h n i q u e s , 
as w e l l , t he r e was a major change 
i n t h e e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . 
Most of t h e p h o t o g r a p h s i n t h i s 
show a r e s e p i a - t o n e d a l b u m e n 
p r i n t s . But a f t e r 1900 a l b u m e n 
went s t e a d i l y out of s t y l e , and 
t he re was much more i n t h e way of 
b lack-and-whi te bromide p r i n t i n g . " 

Although Koltun hoped t h a t the 
e x h i b i t i o n would be n a t i o n a l i n 
s c o p e , s h e e v e n t u a l l y had t o 
exclude some of t h e major c i t i e s , 
l i k e Calgary and Vancouver . "The 
A r c h i v e s d i d n ! t have a d e q u a t e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n f o r t h e e n t i r e 
per iod t h a t I wanted t o document , 
and 1 decided aga in s t hav ing l o a n s 
from o the r i n s t i t u t i o n s b e c a u s e of 
t ime r e s t r i c t i o n s . " The c i t i e s 
K o l t u n s e t t l e d on f o r t h e 
e x h i b i t i o n a r e H a l i f a x , Q u e b e c , 
M o n t r e a l , O t t a w a , T o r o n t o , 
Winnipeg, and V i c t o r i a . 

"City Blocks, City S p a c e s " i s 
d i v i d e d t h e m a t i c a l l y i n t o f o u r 
s e c t i o n s ; w i t h i n e a c h a r e 
e x p l a n a t o r y t e x t s and s e p a r a t e 
g r o u p i n g s of p h o t o g r a p h s of t h e 
seven c i t i e s . The exh ib i t i on opens 
w i t h panoramas , f r e q u e n t l y t aken 
from the same v a n t a g e p o i n t y e a r s 
a p a r t . T h u s t h e v i e w e r c a n 
compare , fo r example , two s c e n e s 
over looking the harbour in V i c t o r i a 
and see how the c i ty has f i l l e d out 
from 1870 t o 1 8 9 0 . F i e l d s and 
f e n c e s have been s u p p l a n t e d by 
f a c t o r i e s and homes. 

Among t h e m o s t u n u s u a l 
p a n o r a m a s a r e one t a k e n i n 
Montreal c i r c a 1852 and a n o t h e r i n 
T o r o n t o i n 1 8 5 6 . The M o n t r e a l 
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Beaver Hall Hill Area, Montreal3 o. 
[Source: P.A.C. #C-473541. 

1852. Craig Street is in the foreground. Photographer: unknown. 
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view, which shows Craig S t r e e t (now 
S t . Antoine) i n the fo r eg round , i s 
one of t h e e a r l i e s t s u r v i v i n g 
photographs of any Canad ian c i t y . 
Unlike the others on d i sp l ay , i t i s 
not a paper p r i n t made from a g l a s s 
n e g a t i v e . I n s t e a d i t i s a 
d a g u e r r e o t y p e , a u n i q u e i m a g e 
c r e a t e d on a s i l v e r s u r f a c e 
s e n s i t i z e d w i t h i o d i n e a n d 
deve loped by e x p o s u r e to mercury 
v a p o u r . The d a g u e r r o t y p e w a s 
i n v e n t e d i n 1 8 3 9 , b u t b e c a m e 
outmoded by the l a t e 1850s. 

The Toron to panorama, w h i c h 
was produced by t h e we l l -known i f 
s h o r t - l i v e d p a r t n e r s h i p of 
A r m s t r o n g , B e e r e , and Hime , was 
taken from a h o t e l a t the corner of 
King and York S t r e e t s . I t i s 
composed of t h i r t e e n p a r t s , each 
approximately e igh t by t e n i n c h e s . 
A l t h o u g h t h e c a m e r a a n g l e w a s 
changed a t c e r t a i n p o i n t s , t h e 
g r o u p i n g s h o w s a m o r e t h a n 
t h r e e - h u n d r e d - d e g r e e view of t h e 
c i t y . 

To o b t a i n t h e T o r o n t o 
panorama, Koltun made an e x c e p t i o n 
about reques t ing loans and borrowed 
i t f r o m t h e F o r e i g n a n d 
Commonwealth O f f i c e L i b r a r y and 
R e c o r d s D e p a r t m e n t i n L o n d o n , 
E n g l a n d . I t w a s s i m p l y t o o 
i m p o r t a n t , s h e f e l t , no t t o be 
i n c l u d e d . F o r o n e t h i n g , i t 
r e p r e s e n t s pape r p r i n t i n g from a 
p e r i o d when t h e p r o c e s s had only 
r e c e n t l y b e e n i n t r o d u c e d t o 
T o r o n t o . But t h e p h o t o g r a p h ' s 
g r e a t e s t va lue , of c o u r s e , l i e s i n 
the fac t tha t i t shows t h e c i t y i n 
a very ea r ly s tage of deve lopmen t . 
Thus t h e v i e w e r c a n s e e , f o r 
i n s t a n c e , t h e way Osgoode H a l l 
looked b e f o r e t h e r e n o v a t i o n s of 
1 8 5 7 . Bad l u c k seems t o h a v e 
p l a g u e d e a r l y p h o t o g r a p h s of 
Toronto; the panorama i s one of the 
few extant from the 1850s. 

The second s e c t i o n of " C i t y 
Blocks, City S p a c e s " t a k e s a look 
a t main s t r e e t s and n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
c l u s t e r s . Whereas t h e panoramas 
o f f e r a broad view of t h e c i t y , 
t hese photographs move i n c l o s e r . 
None the less , they cont inue t o show 
bu i ld ings - l i k e Bonsecours Market 
i n M o n t r e a l , t h e P a r l i a m e n t 
Bui ld ings in O t t a w a , and t h e P o s t 
O f f i c e i n W i n n i p e g - i n t h e i r 
c o n t e x t , i n c l u d i n g t h e s t r e e t 
a c t i v i t y around them. What emerges 
o v e r a l l from t h i s sec t ion i s not so 
much a s e n s e of t h e c h a o s of 
unp l anned c i t i e s as t h e r e l a t i v e 
o rde r . As Koltun po in t s out in the 
c a t a l o g u e a c c o m p a n y i n g t h e 
e x h i b i t i o n , " C a n a d i a n s i n t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y had no zon ing 
by- laws , but t h i s only occas iona l ly 
r e s u l t e d i n a n o m a l i e s s u c h a s a 
church s h o u l d e r e d t o o c l o s e l y by 
r e t a i l s t o r e s a n d o t h e r 
b u s i n e s s e s . " 

"C i ty B l o c k s , C i t y S p a c e s " 
nex t p r e s e n t s "Proud Monuments ." 
Here the bu i ld ings are r e p r e s e n t e d 
i n i s o l a t i o n f r o m t h e i r 
su r round ings . The photographer was 
i n t e r e s t e d p r imar i l y i n documenting 
- a n d g l o r i f y i n g - t h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e of t h e banks , 
churches , i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s , and 
p r i v a t e r e s i d e n c e s w h i c h 
c o n s t i t u t e d h i s s u b j e c t s . To 
emphas ize t h e i r o u t l i n e s , he s e t 
them a g a i n s t c l o u d l e s s s k i e s ; t o 
i n d i c a t e t h e i r s i z e , he sometimes 
included human f igu res s t a n d i n g or 
s i t t i n g on the entrance s t e p s , say. 
Some of t h e v i e w s a r e f r o n t a l , 
w h i l e o t h e r s a r e t a k e n a t a 
s l i g h t l y o b l i q u e a n g l e . F o r 
example , K o l t u n p o i n t s o u t , i n a 
p h o t o g r a p h of T o r o n t o ' s Temple 
Bui ld ing of t h e I n d e p e n d e n t Order 
of F o r e s t e r s , t h e camera has been 
p l a c e d " so a s t o r e d u c e t o a 
minimum any p a r a l l a x d i s t o r t i o n i n 
the l i n e s of a b u i l d i n g caused by 
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Toronto, 1856. Photograph taken from the top of the Rossin House Hotel, 1856. Photographer: Armstrong, 
Beere, and Hime. 
[Source: Loaned by courtesy of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office Library and Records Department, 
Lon don, Engla n d ) . 



- 88 -

the camera fs l e n s , r e s u l t i n g i n an 
i d e a l view of t he s t r u c t u r e never 
a t t a i n e d by a s p e c t a t o r a t e y e 
l e v e l . " 

The f i n a l s e c t i o n looks at the 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and communica t ions 
network, inc luding roads , r a i lways , 
w a t e r w a y s , and t e l e g r a p h s , t h a t 
d e f i n e s t h e c i t y a l o n g w i t h i t s 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . H o r s e - d r a w n 
c a r r i a g e s w a i t o u t s i d e O t t a w a ' s 
Broad S t r e e t S t a t i o n ; j u s t a c r o s s 
the road, a uniformed d r ive r s tands 
i n a t r o l l e y c a r . A f r e i g h t e r ' s 
boat i s seen beached on the bank of 
the Red River below Fort G a r r y , i n 
a photograph made by Humphrey Lloyd 
Hime on t h e famous e x p l o r a t o r y 
survey par ty to the Assiniboine and 
Saskatchewan d i s t r i c t s i n 18 58 . A 
man and woman s t a r e out from t h e i r 
perch atop a crudely fashioned ca r t 
p u l l e d up in f r o n t of a h o t e l i n 
what i s conjectured to be Winnipeg. 
These images he lp c o n j u r e up what 
Koltun r e fe r s to as "The I n v i s i b l e 
C i ty . " 

In organiz ing the e x h i b i t i o n , 
Koltun went to cons iderable lengths 
t o convey, by means of d i d a c t i c 
p lacards and pointed j u x t a p o s i t i o n , 
not only what the contemporary 
photographers were documenting but 
how and why* She wanted viewers to 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e i n h e r e n t 
m a n i p u l a t i o n i n t h e p r o c e s s , t h e 
i d e a l i z e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t 
u sua l ly r e s u l t e d . "I was t ry ing to 
br ing out the fac t tha t there was a 
l o t of b i a s . Photographers had an 
image of the c i t y i n t h e i r m inds , 
and they p e r s i s t e d i n p u t t i n g t h a t 
a c r o s s . I t i s r e a l l y s u r p r i s i n g to 
s e e t h e h o m o g e n e i t y of t h e i r 
a t t i t u d e s , the same c o m p o s i t i o n a l 
f o r m u l a s a n d t e n d e n c y t o 
p i c t o r i a l i z e . The Ottawa v i e w s , 
for example, were made by d i f f e r e n t 
p h o t o g r a p h e r s o v e r a p e r i o d of 
fo r ty yea r s ; ye t v i r t u a l l y a l l of 
them were taken from t h e p o s i t i o n 

of the Par l iament Buildings looking 
west on the Ottawa R ive r . " 

T h e c o n f o r m i t y i n u r b a n 
photography derived p a r t l y from the 
f a c t t h a t m o s t p r o f e s s i o n a l 
pho tographers , whether c o n s c i o u s l y 
or no t , drew on e x i s t i n g p i c t o r i a l 
conven t ions . Two views of H a l i f a x 
- one an engrav ing from 1801 , t h e 
o the r a photograph from 1869 - a r e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r i k i n g i n t h e i r 
s i m i l a r i t y . " S o m e t i m e s a 
photographer had a unique p e r s o n a l 
v i s i o n . HimeTs p h o t o g r a p h s , fo r 
example, s tand out because of t h e i r 
s t a r k n e s s ; h e e m p h a s i z e d t h e 
f l a t n e s s of t h e l a n d s c a p e a n d 
s i m p l i f i e d h i s c o m p o s i t i o n , 
concen t r a t i ng on one or two t h i n g s . 
B u t m o s t of t h e t i m e , t h e 
photographs remind you f o r c e f u l l y 
of previous engravings , p a i n t i n g s , 
or p i c t u r e s of d i f f e r e n t k i n d s . " 

The re igning V i c t o r i a n b e l i e f 
i n p r o g r e s s i v e m a t e r i a l i s m a l s o 
c o n t r i b u t e d to the p romulga t ion of 
an i d e a l i z e d dep ic t ion of the c i t y . 
But p e r h a p s t h e mos t i m p o r t a n t 
f a c t o r w a s s i m p l y t h a t t h e 
p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e t a k e n f o r 
c o m m e r c i a l p u r p o s e s ; t h e 
photographers wanted t o s e l l them 
t o a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l i e n t s a n d 
t r a v e l l e r s , who p r e f e r r e d s c e n e s 
unmarred by snow or d e t r i t u s . 

Only r a r e l y did p h o t o g r a p h e r s 
r e v e a l t h e s e a m i e r s i d e of u rban 
l i f e , as in an image of the t i g h t l y 
p a c k e d , m a k e s h i f t h a r b o u r f r o n t 
d w e l l i n g s of t h e C h i n e s e i n 
V i c t o r i a . "The odd t i m e , " s a y s 
Kol tun, " p a r t i c u l a r l y l a t e r i n t h e 
c e n t u r y p h o t o g r a p h s of l e s s 
w e l l - t o - d o a r e a s were t a k e n - not 
w i t h t h e i d e a of r e f o r m i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s , but because they were 
p i c t u r e s q u e . In Quebec C i t y , s a y , 
on Sous-le-Cap S t r e e t , the l ean ing , 
h a l f - t i m b e r e d h o u s e s w i t h 
l o w e r - c l a s s t y p e s i n t h e windows 
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Rideau Canal locks at the Ottawa River} below the Parliament Buildings, 
n.d. Photographer: unknown. 
[ S o u r c e : P . A . C . # P A - 1 2 2 7 5 5 1 . 
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Cathedral of St. Boniface and Nunnery on the banks of the Red River3 opposite Upper Fort Garry,, 1858. 
Photographer: H.L. Eime. 
[Source: P.A.C. #017518). 
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Chinese houses> Victoria Harbour,, 1886. Photographer: E. Deville. 
[Source: P.A.C. #C-234151. 
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c r e a t e d a m e d i a e v a l E u r o p e a n 
appearance ." 

What must not be o v e r l o o k e d , 
of course , i s the way in which t h e 
na tu re of the p h o t o g r a p h i c medium 
pev se a f fec ted r e n d i t i o n . Because 
a s h a r p , f i n e l y d e t a i l e d p r i n t 
cou ld be p r o d u c e d by a s k i l l e d 
p r a c t i t i o n e r , s o f t - f o c u s , 
a t m o s p h e r i c v i e w s t e n d e d t o be 
dismissed as shoddy. "Most of t he 
p h o t o g r a p h s a r e c o n t a c t p r i n t s , 
which emphas ize d e t a i l . Some of 
them are huge, which means tha t the 
cameras must have been immense, and 
any p h o t o g r a p h e r who has gone to 
t h e t r o u b l e of c a r r y i n g a round a 
heavy camera and g l a s s p l a t e s i s 
not go ing t o h ide t h e t e c h n i c a l 
q u a l i t y of h is work." 

The l i m i t a t i o n s of t h e 
e q u i p m e n t u s e d a l s o h e l p s t o 
exp la in the n o t i c e a b l e absence of 
peop le i n t h e e a r l y p h o t o g r a p h s : 
l e n s e s were no t f a s t enough t o 
record them on f i lm. I t i s only in 
the l a t e r views tha t human f i g u r e s 
a p p e a r , p r i m a r i l y as i n d i c e s of 
s c a l e . "At f i r s t p e o p l e p a i d 
a t t e n t i o n to the camera and s t a r e d 
i n t o t h e l e n s , " n o t e s K o l t u n . 
"Later on, they began to i g n o r e i t 
a b i t , a s i t b e c a m e m o r e 
commonplace to see a p h o t o g r a p h e r 
i n the s t r e e t s . But even then t h e 
m o s t p r o m i n e n t f i g u r e s i n t h e 
p h o t o g r a p h s a r e a lways p o s e d . . . . 
Unposed p h o t o g r a p h e r s d i d n ! t even 
become known u n t i l the s n a p s h o t i n 
1888. We do have a couple of ear ly 
Kodak s n a p s h o t s of Winnipeg , and 
t hey a r e q u i t e d i f f e r e n t i n t h e 
i m p r e s s i o n they g ive y o u . They 
r e a l l y do s u g g e s t more of t h e 
l i v e l i n e s s of t he s t r e e t t han t h e 
commerc ia l s h o t s , which a r e f a r 
more c o n t r o l l e d . " 

In a t tempt ing to give a s e n s e 
o f t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h e 
p h o t o g r a p h i c a e s t h e t i c a n d 

technology as wel l as of the growth 
of Canadian c i t i e s , "Ci ty B l o c k s , 
City Spaces" i s admirably ambit ious 
i n scope; yet i t i s flawed because 
of t h a t . Considered i n d i v i d u a l l y , 
the photographs on view are l a rge ly 
i n t e r e s t i n g , i f not b r e a t h t a k i n g 
d o c u m e n t s . B u t o v e r a l l , t h e 
e x h i b i t i o n appears p i ecemea l , "The 
I n v i s i b l e City" being t h e w e a k e s t , 
l e a s t r e s o l v e d c o m p o n e n t . As 
r e l e v a n t a s t h e y a r e t o a n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of p h o t o g r a p h i c 
h i s t o r y , the thematic groupings are 
l e s s success fu l i n conveying u rban 
h i s t o r y , s e p a r a t i n g a s t h e y do 
photographs of t h e same c i t y from 
each o t h e r . Even t h e e x t e n s i v e 
t e x t f a i l s t o c r e a t e r e a l 
c o h e r e n c e . N o n e t h e l e s s , p e r h a p s 
c r i t i c i s m of t h e e x h i b i t i o n ' s 
s t r u c t u r e amounts to qu i bb l i ng , for 
most viewers t a k e obv ious d e l i g h t 
i n seeking out p h o t o g r a p h s of t h e 
c i t y they know best and d iscover ing 
t h e way f a m i l i a r p l a c e s o n c e 
looked. 


