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population of urban Upper Canada in 
the 1860s. 

T h e s e few e x a m p l e s m u s t 
s u f f i c e t o c o n v e y some n a g g i n g 
r e s e r v a t i o n s about the a n a l y t i c a l 
c o n t e n t of G r a f f T s t r e a t m e n t of 
i l l i t e r a c y . My g r a n d f a t h e r ' s c a s e 
r a i s e s a m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l 
methodological dilemma. On none of 
the h i s t o r i c a l documents rev iewed 
by Graff as p o t e n t i a l t e s t s of 
l i t e r a c y ( the census, w i l l s , deeds, 
e t c . ) would t h i s man e v e r h a v e 
surfaced as an i l l i t e r a t e . GraffTs 
t e s t for l i t e r a c y - i n d i v i d u a l 
t e s t i m o n y , under t h e t h r e a t of a 
f i n e , to the a b i l i t y to read and/or 
w r i t e as repor ted on the manuscript 
c e n s u s r e t u r n s - i s c a r e f u l l y 
d e f e n d e d i n an a p p e n d i x a n d 
e l s e w h e r e ( s e e , fo r example , t h e 
exchange between Gra f f , Mays and 
Manzl i n Histoire sociale). Graff 
has c o n f r o n t e d h i s c r i t i c s who 
d e m a n d a n e x p l i c i t t e s t f o r 
l i t e r a c y . One never the less wonders 
how c l o s e t h e t r u e r a t e of 
i l l i t e r a c y i n Upper Canada a t 
m i d - c e n t u r y a p p r o x i m a t e d t h e 10 
percent accepted by Graff. 

I n s p i t e o f t h e s e 
r e s e r v a t i o n s , r e a d e r s w i l l f i n d 
Harvey GraffTs ana lys i s i n n o t a t i v e , 
i c o n o c l a s t i c , r i c h i n i t s 
t h e o r e t i c a l p e r c e p t i o n s , a n d 
s o l i d l y rooted i n t h e bourgeon ing 
corpus of research on the s u b j e c t . 
F u r t h e r s t u d i e s of t h i s s o r t , 
t a k i n g t h e a c c o u n t b a c k w a r d i n 
t i m e , f o r w a r d , and i n t o o t h e r 
aspec t s of the l i t e r a c y "myth," for 
example t he r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
l i t e r a c y and power, a r e c l e a r l y 
r equ i r ed . 

David Gagan 
Department of His tory 
McMaster Univers i ty 
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Palmer, Bryan D. A Culture in 
Conflict: Skilled Workers and 
Industrial Capitalism in Hamilton3 
Ontario^ 1860-1914. Montreal: 
M c G i l l - Q u e e n ! s U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 
1 9 7 9 . P p . x v i i i , 3 3 1 . 
I l l u s t r a t i o n s . $23 .50 and $10 .95 
(paperback) . 

Before p u b l i c a t i o n of t h i s 
book, Bryan Palmer had e s t a b l i s h e d 
h i m s e l f a s a r e s o u r c e f u l 
r e s e a r c h e r , a s k i l l e d w r i t e r , and 
an agen t of d e b a t e i n C a n a d i a n 
s o c i a l h i s t o r y . C o n f i d e n t and 
s e i z i n g upon methodological i s s u e s , 
he a s s e r t e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e of 
c o n v e n t i o n a l d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
( n e w s p a p e r s , memoirs , government 
d o c u m e n t s ) and t h e M a r x i s m of 
Raymond Williams and E . P . Thompson 
a t a t i m e when u n c o n v e n t i o n a l 
s o u r c e s ( t h e m a n u s c r i p t c e n s u s , 
assessment r o l l s , o t h e r r o u t i n e l y 
g e n e r a t e d m a t e r i a l ) , 
q u a n t i f i c a t i o n , and s o c i a l s c i e n c e 
t h e o r y had made t h e i r bid a s t h e 
b a s i s for s o c i a l h i s t o r y i n Nor th 
A m e r i c a . What made P a l m e r ' s 
p e r s p e c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n g , as ide from 
h i s e x p r e s s i o n of some b r o a d l y 
shared concerns about t h e l a ck of 
human i n t e r e s t i n t h e w r i t i n g s of 
" n u m b e r s m i t h s , " was t h a t h i s 
w r i t i n g a s s u m e d a l i t e r a r y 
c h a r a c t e r b o t h i n p r o s e and i n 
t o p i c s e l e c t i o n . He took memorable 
c h a r a c t e r s and co lour fu l i n c i d e n t s 
and wove t h e s e i n t o g e n e r a l i z e d 
s t a t e m e n t s . Of c o u r s e , t h e 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of h i s a r t i c l e s and 
reviews depended upon more t han a 
s k i l l e d p e n , f o r he p r a c t i c e d 
"empi r i ca l Marxism" and d e l i n e a t e d 
where t h i s school stood i n r e l a t i o n 
t o t r a d i t i o n a l labour h i s t o r y , t h e 
s o c i a l s c i e n c e s , and o ther branches 
of M a r x i s t a n a l y s i s . The r e s u l t 
was c o m m e n d a b l e c o n t r o v e r s y . 
Culture in Conflict follows these 
achievements . 
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Many r e a d e r s w i l l be tempted 
to c r i t i c i z e t h i s study in terms of 
a book t h a t P a l m e r s h o u l d h a v e 
w r i t t e n . I t i s a p l a u s i b l e reading 
of human na tu r e and t h e ve ry meat 
of h i s t o r i o g r a p h y to expec t t h i s 
f r o m h i s t o r i a n s who h a v e a n 
i n t e r e s t i n H a m i l t o n . I t i s a 
c e r t a i n t y , for the same reasons , to 
a n t i c i p a t e a c r i t i c a l a p p r o a c h 
t a k e n by t h o s e l a b o u r h i s t o r i a n s 
whom Palmer had c h a r a c t e r i z e d as 
" l u s t i n g a f t e r t h e e p i s o d i c and 
e x p l i c i t l y p o l i t i c a l " ( p . 5 8 ) . I t 
would be u n f a i r to ask Palmer why 
he did not w r i t e a work d i f f e r e n t 
from the one before us unless f i r s t 
m a k i n g a s i n c e r e e f f o r t t o 
u n d e r s t a n d h i s message , for t h i s 
most a s s u r e d l y i s a book w i t h an 
argument t h a t can be a p p r e c i a t e d 
b e s t w i t h a g r a s p of r e c e n t 
con t rove r s i e s in Marxism and labour 
h i s t o r y . I t s t i l l c an be r e a d 
p r o f i t a b l y w i t h o u t a g r o u n d i n g i n 
these f i e l d s of s t u d y , fo r Palmer 
i s a b l e t o c l a r i f y s o m e 
h i s t o r i o g r a p h i e m a t t e r s r a t h e r 
w e l l , but he i s w r i t i n g p r i m a r i l y 
for an informed r e a d e r s h i p . 

Three fundamenta l conce rns -
the concept of c l a s s , t h e meaning 
of " l a b o u r a r t i s t o c r a c y , and a 
p a s s i o n f o r c u l t u r e i n o b s c u r e 
s e t t i n g s of t h e p a s t - b i n d 
i n t e r p r e t a t i v e essays i n t o a whole 
work. C la s s for Palmer i s to be 
understood t h r o u g h a t r a d i t i o n of 
e m p i r i c a l Marx i sm t h a t a p p l i e s 
theory to evidence and then r e tu rns 
t o r e c o n s t r u c t t h e o r y . When he 
holds to t h i s i d e a l and when he has 
e v i d e n c e , he i s a b l e t o work a 
v a r i e t y of e x p e r i e n c e s i n t o an 
h y p o t h e s i s w i t h o u t b e i n g 
p r o c r u s t i a n . He achieves t h i s , for 
example, in a f ine sketch about the 
place tha t the Mechanic1s I n s t i t u t e 
had i n t h e l i v e s of H a m i l t o n ' s 
s k i l l e d workers . 

T h e t e n d e n c y i s t o v i e w t h e 

i n s t i t u t e as a v e h i c l e . « . t o 
i n c u l c a t e a s u b m i s s i v e r e s p e c t 
f o r a u t h o r i t y a n d a n 
a p p r o p r i a t e a t t i t u d e t o w a r d 
w o r k , o f f e r i n g c o u r s e s a n d 
l e c t u r e s d e s i g n e d f o r c l e r k s 
a n d a c c o u n t a n t s , r a t h e r t h a n 
w o r k i n g men and w o m e n . . . . I n 
f a c t , h o w e v e r , s u c h a 
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n d i s t o r t s a s 
m u c h as i t c l a r i f i e s . F o r 
m e c h a n i c ' s i n s t i t u t e s c a n n o t 
be d i v o r c e d f r o m t h e i r l o c a l 
c o n t e x t , i n w h i c h t h e s t r e n g t h 
o f t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s m o v e m e n t 
w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e 
v i b r a n c y o f t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s 
p r e s e n c e i n t h e s e e a r l y 
b u i l d i n g s o f a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
( p p . 4 9 - 5 0 ) . 

The p a s s a g e i s drawn from one of 
t h e more i m p o r t a n t c h a p t e r s , an 
e s s a y on s e l e c t e d e x p r e s s i o n s of 
work ing-c lass c u l t u r e : f u n e r a l s , 
f r a t e r n a l o r d e r s , p a r a d e s , c e r t a i n 
s p o r t s , p i c n i c s , and the c h a r i v a r i . 
On a few o c c a s i o n s t h i n e v i d e n c e 
w i l l not permit the nuances evident 
i n t h e s e c t i o n on t h e m e c h a n i c ' s 
i n s t i t u t e , and e m p i r i c a l Marxism 
s l i p s i n t o f a m i l i a r p h r a s i n g s 
permi t t ed a l l h i s t o r i a n s who push 
evidence to a d d r e s s t h e i r c e n t r a l 
c o n c e r n s b u t who a r e w a r y of 
c a t e g o r i c a l s t a t e m e n t s . A f t e r 
d e s c r i b i n g a p a r a d e of t h e 
Kalithumpian K l a n , a v a r i a t i o n of 
t h e c h a r i v a r i , we a r e t o l d t h a t 
"it was not likely to be a meeting 
ground f o r men of p r o p e r t y and 
s t and ing" (p . 6 1 ) . A c t u a l l y , t h e 
r i c h costumes r ep re sen t ing the many 
c o u n t r i e s of the world and the fact 
t h a t the Klan paraded on h o r s e b a c k 
r u n c o n t r a r y t o P a l m e r ' s 
assumption. This episode and a few 
o t h e r s a r e too good t o l e t s l i p 
b e c a u s e of t h e u n f o r t u n a t e f a c t 
t h a t t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s and t h e i r 
c l a s s e s remain unknown. In fu r the r 
oppos i t ion to Palmer ' s c l a i m a b o u t 
t h e l i k e l y e x c l u s i o n of men of 
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p r o p e r t y f rom f o r m s of r o w d y 
d i s s e n t , t h e r e i s t h e f o l l o w i n g 
i n c i d e n t r e c o r d e d by a H a m i l t o n 
lawyer and land agent in 1860. 

L a s t n i g h t we h a d C o u n c i l l o r 
M c D o w e l l b u r n e d i n e f f i g y ; he 
has been t u r n e d o f f o f e v e r y 
c o m m i t t e e i n t h e C o u n c i I , a n d 
t h e r e c e p t i o n c o m m i t t e e h a v e 
d o n e t h e same t h i n g on a c c o u n t 
o f a b r u t a l o r d e r w h i c h he as 
c h a i r m a n o f t h e P o l i c e 
C o m m i t t e e s e n t t o M c C r a c k e n i n 
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e b u r i a l o f an 
u n f o r t u n a t e man named J o p p l i n 
who l a t e l y c o m m i t t e d s u i c i d e . 
T h e w o r d s o f t h e o r d e r w e r e 
" S e n d t h e N e g r o who b u r i e d t h e 
d o g s t o p u t J o p p l i n i n t h e 
c o f f i n . " A l l c l a s s e s o f 
c o m m u n i t y f e l t d i s g u s t e d w i t h 
t h e b r u t e f o r t h i s c o l d 
b l o o d e d e x p r e s s i o n a n d p e o p l e 
l o n g w a i t i n g f o r a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x p r e s s t h e i r 
i n d i g n a t i o n f o r t h i s m o n s t e r 
a t l a s t f o u n d i t . . . . T h i s 
t h i n g [ t h e e f f i g y ] was c a r r i e d 
by t o r c h l i g h t t h r o u g h K i n g 
S t r e e t . 

I n f o r m a l j u s t i c e , i t s e e m s , was 
p a r t of a c u l t u r a l s e t t h a t was 
more than c l a s s based. On ba lance , 
the journey t h a t Palmer took from 
t h e o r y t o e v i d e n c e t o t h e o r y , 
t raced i n r i c h f o o t n o t e s , i s more 
s u b s t a n t i a l t h a n h i s r a s h 
a s s e s s m e n t of t h e K l a n and my 
c r i t i q u e s u g g e s t s . Non-Marx i s t s 
should read the book to e x p e r i e n c e 
f o r t h e m s e l v e s t h e c h a l l e n g e of 
d i s p u t i n g an argument t h a t s l o t s 
(sometimes s k i l f u l l y and somet imes 
c a s u a l l y ) n u m e r o u s c u l t u r a l 
express ions i n t o a c l a s s c o n t e x t . 
They s u r e l y w i l l t a k e i s s u e and 
argue tha t events and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
c i t e d by P a l m e r c o u l d h a v e c u t 
across c l a s s l i n e s ; t h e d e b a t e i s 
o n l y b e g i n n i n g a n d C a n a d i a n 
h i s t o r i a n s can thank A Culture in 

Conflict for opening a 
s tudy . 

f i e l d of 

On t h e o t h e r h a n d , s o m e 
Marxis ts are l i k e l y to draw qu i t e a 
d i f f e r e n t bead on t h i s w o r k . A 
s t r u c t u r a l i s t Marxism, m a i n t a i n i n g 
t h a t c l a s s i s t o be u n d e r s t o o d 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y by e x a m i n i n g 
" r e l a t i o n s of p r o d u c t i o n , " i s 
s u r f a c i n g i n c u r r e n t s t a t e m e n t s 
t h a t find E .P . ThompsonTs empir ica l 
Marxism to be seman t i ca l ly s l o p p y . 
The a s s a u l t i s bes t argued by G.A. 
Cohen in Karl Marx's Theory of 
History: A Defence. Thompson and 
Palmer make an emphatic p o i n t t h a t 
the connect ion between p r o d u c t i o n 
r e l a t i o n s on t h e one hand a n d 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s , p o l i t i c s , a n d 
c u l t u r e on the other i s not s imple. 
From t h i s they imply t h a t c l a s s 
cannot be de f ined p u r e l y i n te rms 
of p r o d u c t i v e r e l a t i o n s . Cohen 
r e p l i e s , "But what i s t h e s e t of 
men bound by s i m i l a r p r o d u c t i o n 
r e l a t i o n s when i t i s no t ( y e t ) 
conscious of i t s e l f ? Marx c a l l e d 
i t a T c l a s s - i n - i t s e l f . T . . . I f 
Thompson were r i g h t , t h e F r e n c h 
peasan t ry of the Eighteenth 
Brumaire could not be considered a 
c l a s s . This i s a cur ious r e s u l t . " 
{Karl Marx's Theory of History3 p. 
7 6 ) . A d i g r e s s i o n i n t o M a r x i s t 
t h e o r y i s e s s e n t i a l i n o r d e r t o 
come to terms with the p o s i t i o n of 
A Culture in Conflict. PalmerTs 
Marxism i s not of t he k i n d t h a t 
y i e l d s a s u s t a i n e d e x p l o r a t i o n of 
"product ive fo rces" and "productive 
r e l a t i o n s . " A quick over-view with 
e l e m e n t s of t h i s a p p r o a c h d o e s 
a p p e a r i n t h e f i r s t c h a p t e r , 
" D i s c i p l i n e s and Development ," bu t 
i t i s p r o n e t o e r r o r a n d t o 
t u r n s - o f - p h r a s e which border on the 
s u p e r f i c i a l . In l i g h t of t h e work 
of Raphae l S a m u e l , t h e B r i t i s h 
labour h i s t o r i a n , i t i s a b i t r a s h 
to w r i t e about "the full-blown 
e m e r g e n c e of l a r g e - s c a l e , 
mechanized product ion in t h e e a r l y 
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1870s" (p . 9 ) , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e 
Canad ian c o n t e x t . And what i s 
meant by "the r i s e of the i r o n and 
s t e e l i n d u s t r y ? " The re a r e t o o 
many s tages and too many d i s t i n c t 
components to the evolu t ion of i ron 
i n d u s t r i e s i n Hami l ton t o r e f e r 
imprec ise ly to a r i s e . The absence 
of e x c u r s i o n s i n t o e c o n o m i c 
h i s t o r y , b u s i n e s s c y c l e s , and t h e 
h i s t o r y of t e c h n o l o g y i s a 
d e l i b e r a t e c h o i c e w h i c h can be 
f r u s t r a t i n g for a reader who wants 
t o know what t r a n s p i r e d b e t w e e n 
s t r i k e s and during the bulk of t h e 
s k i l l e d labourers* da i ly a c t i v i t y . 
The m a t e r i a l l i f e of t he s k i l l e d 
l aboure rs i s neg lec ted . I t i s a l so 
f r u s t r a t i n g t o r e a d t r u n c a t e d 
vers ions of labour d i s p u t e s . "Iron 
workers objected to changes i n t h e 
m e t h o d of w o r k , c h a n g e s w h i c h 
r e d u c e d e a r n i n g s s e v e r e l y a n d 
f o r c e d men t o w o r k w i t h p o o r 
q u a l i t y scrap i ron" (p . 8 4 ) . What 
changes? Why t h e o b j e c t i o n t o 
working w i t h poor q u a l i t y s c r a p ? 
Did i t have to do w i t h t h e f a c t 
t h a t moulders were paid on a p i e c e 
work b a s i s ? A m o r e r i g o r o u s 
e d i t i n g of n a r r a t i v e passages about 
c u l t u r a l i n c i d e n t s w i t h t h e i r 
admit tedly co lour fu l f l o u r i s h e s and 
a l e s s p r o l i x s t y l e of a n a l y s i s 
might have c leared space for e x a c t 
d i scuss ion of what occurred on shop 
f loor s at s e v e r a l p o i n t s i n t i m e . 
T h i s o n l y c o u l d h a v e e n h a n c e d 
c l a i m s t h a t " t h e p r a c t i c e of 
n ine t een th -cen tu ry workers1 c o n t r o l 
was f a r from r e v o l u t i o n a r y " ( p . 
243) . Indeed, i t has been a l l e g e d 
elsewhere tha t workers1 c o n t r o l i n 
the wrought i r o n t r a d e s he lped t o 
persuade B r i t i s h m a n u f a c t u r e r s to 
s h i f t to s t e e l technology. 

Aside from l i n k i n g c l a s s and 
c u l t u r e , t h e b o o k i s a n o t h e r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to the labour h i s t o r y 
debate about " t h e a r i s t r o c r a c y of 
l a b o u r . " The p o s i t i o n t a k e n h e r e 
i s tha t in the sense t h a t a l a b o u r 

a r i s t o c r a c y i s meant to d e s c r i b e a 
s t r a tum of workers i n t e g r a t e d i n t o 
the s t r u c t u r e of a u t h o r i t y , " t h e r e 
was no l a b o u r a r i s t o c r a c y i n 
Hamilton" (p . 240) . A Culture in 
Conflict onten s tha t s k i l l e d 
w o r k e r s drew u p o n a c u l t u r a l 
r e s e r v e to p u l l them t h r o u g h t h e 
many c o n f r o n t a t i o n s w i t h a n 
e v o l v i n g i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m . 
T h e i r a l l e g e d r e c r e a t i o n a l 
s o l i d a r i t y and " p o p u l i s t c r i t i q u e 
of the new i n d u s t r i a l o r d e r based 
on a labour t h e o r y of w e a l t h " ( p . 
100) not only p r e v e n t e d them from 
y i e l d i n g , but i t i n s p i r e d o t h e r 
l a b o u r e r s . How f a r can such an 
argument be pushed? Q u i t e f a r by 
Pa l m er ! Hami l ton c r a f t s m e n were 
drawn i n t o " c o n t a c t w i t h p e t t y 
shopkeepers , c l e r k s , p r o f e s s i o n a l s , 
m e r c h a n t s , and s u b c o n t r a c t i n g 
m a s t e r s i n t h e f r i e n d l y s o c i e t y 
h a l l , the mechanics ' i n s t i t u t e , or 
t h e eng ine house [ b u t ] t h e r e i s 
l i t t l e e v i d e n c e to i n d i c a t e t h a t 
t h i s e x p e r i e n c e c u l t i v a t e d 
accommodat ion w i t h t h e e m e r g i n g 
b o u r g e o i s o r d e r " ( p . 2 4 1 ) . 
Everything hinges on the meaning of 
" a c c o m m o d a t i o n . " Many s k i l l e d 
l aboure r s c e r t a i n l y drew from t h e 
same c u l t u r a l well as other c l a s se s 
i n t h e l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ; 
outdoor d i s p l a y , b a n n e r s , r i t u a l , 
I m p e r i a l p a t r i o t i s m , and e v e n 
p o l i t i c a l a l l e g i a n c e s p o i n t toward 
c o n t a c t . Rel igion i s another realm 
of merging b e l i e f s and s y m p a t h i e s , 
bu t i t i s d i s m i s s e d t o o q u i c k l y 
with a susp ic ious claim t h a t t h e r e 
i s "abundant e v i d e n c e t o s u s t a i n 
the argument tha t Hamilton worke r s 
avoided the e s t a b l i s h e d c h u r c h e s " 
( p . 239) . If s k i l l e d labourers are 
g i v e n t h e b e n e f i t of d o u b t a s 
a c t u a l p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e h i j i n x 
of a f f a i r s l i k e t h e K a l i t h u m p i a n 
Klan, why not g i v e them c r e d i t as 
c h u r c h g o e r s ; c h u r c h e s met more 
f r e q u e n t l y t han t h e c h a r i v a r i or 
Klan p a r a d e s . I n t h e l a y m e n ' s 
bodies of v a r i o u s c h u r c h e s , t h e r e 
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may h a v e b e e n a f o r u m f o r a 
r e c i p r o c i t y of views which h e l p e d 
t o a c c o u n t f o r some c o m m u n i t y 
support during p a r t i c u l a r s t r i k e s . 
Even i f c h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e w e r e 
poor, i t i s probable tha t r e l i g i o u s 
b e l i e f s and r i t u a l s u f f u s e d 
working-class c u l t u r e . The cu l tu r e 
of t he K n i g h t s of Labor w i t h i t s 
" c r u s a d e fo r t he p u r i t y of l i f e 
g e n e r a l l y " ( p . 153) c o u l d s t a n d 
m o r e e x a m i n a t i o n f r o m t h i s 
pe r spec t ive as Palmer himself seems 
t o r e c o g n i z e ( p . 1 7 2 ) . A n o t h e r 
a s p e c t of u r b a n l i f e , t h e 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d , which m i g h t h a v e 
p r o v i d e d i n c i d e n t s of c l a s s 
s o l i d a r i t y - and , c o n t r a r y - w i s e , 
b r o a d a c c o m m o d a t i o n - was n o t 
examined and n e i t h e r was the mil ieu 
of main p a r t y p o l i t i c s . I t was 
er roneous , I t h i n k , fo r Palmer t o 
have d i s m i s s e d p o l i t i c s w i t h a 
muddled excuse, loading the dice in 
t h i s r e g a r d by " i n t r o d u c i n g 
working-class p o l i t i c s only i f i t 
drew c l o s e t o t h e p r o c e s s e s of 
c u l t u r e and c o n f l i c t " (p . 238) . No 
one reading t h a t p a s s a g e can come 
away f e e l i n g t h a t t h e n o t i o n of 
accommodation has been g i v e n an 
empi r i ca l t r i a l . 

The f i n a l aim of t h i s work i s 
not as obvious as t he o t h e r s , but 
i t has been e x p r e s s e d i n p r i o r 
a r t i c l e s a n d r e v i e w s - m o s t 
c a u s t i c a l l y i n P a l m e r ' s r ev iew of 
Katz, The People of Hamilton^ 
Canada West.1 The aim involves 
more than a s ing le concept ; r a t h e r 
i t i s a bundle of not ions about how 
to conduct s o c i a l h i s t o r y . Palmer 
p r e a c h e s a n d p r a c t i c e s t h e 
importance of the community s t u d y . 
By means of l o c a l s t u d i e s , he 

1 " M o d e r n i z i n g H i s t o r y , " 
Bulletin of the Committee on 
Canadian Labour History 
( A u t u m n , 1 9 7 6 ) . 

be l i eves i t i s e a s i e s t to deve lop 
an a p p r e c i a t i o n for t h e c u l t u r a l 
l i v e s of men and women " i n t h e 
o b s c u r e and o b s c u r e d s e t t i n g s of 
the p a s t . L Local s t u d i e s have 
persuaded him to be d i s t r u s t f u l of 
c l a i m s m a d e a b o u t s u d d e n 
t r a n s i t i o n s . Th i s p e r s p e c t i v e i s 
ev iden t throughout the book, but he 
s t a t e s i t d i r e c t l y when he n o t e s 
t h a t " t h e new u n i o n i s m was a 
blend of past and present t r ade 
union p r a c t i c e s , a complex m i x t u r e 
of g r o u p a d v a n t a g e and s o c i a l 
idea l i sm" (p . 1 9 9 ) . L i k e w i s e , he 
i s c o n t e m p t u o u s of t r a n s i t i o n s 
por t rayed i n the a b s t r a c t for they 
a r e b l o o d l e s s a n d s u g g e s t an 
u n q u e s t i o n e d a c c e p t a n c e of 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n . The v i e w s of 
obscure people in obscured s e t t i n g s 
deserve f u l l e x p o s i t i o n p r e c i s e l y 
because they i n d i c a t e tha t passions 
and a l t e r n a t i v e s c o n f r o n t e d t h e 
c h a n g e s from c r a f t m a s t e r y t o 
sc ience as a b a s i s for t e c h n o l o g y 
and the changes from commercial t o 
i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m as t h e b a s i s 
for economic l i f e . In f o r c i n g a l l 
s e r i o u s l a b o u r , s o c i a l , and u r b a n 
h i s t o r i a n s to t h i n k abou t c u l t u r e 
from t h e bot tom up , Palmer makes 
h i s most s t i m u l a t i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n . 

As a Hamilton s tudy , t h e book 
i s most r e l i a b l e when c o v e r i n g 
c e r t a i n y e a r s . Although i t c l a i m s 
the years from 1860 to 1914, i t i s 
the 1870s and 1880s which a re most 
thoroughly r e s e a r c h e d . The f i r s t 

2 " M o s t U n c o m m o n C o m m o n M e n : 
C r a f t a n d C u l t u r e i n 
H i s t o r i c a l P e r s p e c t i v e , " 
Labour / Le Travailleur3 I 
( 1 9 7 6 ) . A l s o , s e e P a l m e r ' s 
r e v i e w o f G u r r , G r a b o s k y a n d 
Hula, The Politics of Crime 
and Conflict \ n Urban History 
Review^ No. 3-78 (February 
1979). 
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c h a p t e r o v e r v i e w of t h e H a m i l t o n 
economy i s s t r o n g e s t when t r e a t i n g 
t h a t p e r i o d . I t i s p rone t o e r r o r 
e l s e w h e r e , f o r e x a m p l e , q u o t i n g 
Adam H o p e T s 1 8 3 7 p r e d i c t i o n of 
f i n a n c i a l d i s a s t e r and s t a t i n g " t h e 
d e b a c l e . . . w a s t w o l o n g d e c a d e s 
a w a y " ( p . 9 ) . I n f a c t , t h e 
c o l l a p s e came w i t h i n m o n t h s . Once 
m o r e , I s u s p e c t t h e w a n t o f 
g r o u n d i n g i n e c o n o m i c h i s t o r y 
d e r i v e s f r o m a b r i l l i a n t 
a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h one s c h o o l of 
Marxism and a s econda ry i n t e r e s t i n 
economics t h a t i s e v i d e n t i n t h a t 
s c h o o l . T h a t , no t Marxism per* 
se3 c o n s t i t u t e s a f l a w . At t h e 
o t h e r end of t h e c h r o n o l o g y , Pa lmer 
a s s e r t s i n t h e i m p o r t a n t c h a p t e r on 
" R e f o r m T h o u g h t and t h e P r o d u c e r 
I d e o l o g y " t h a t t a r i f f p r o t e c t i o n 
had b e e n " a b a n d o n e d i n f a v o u r of 
c l a s s i n t e r e s t s " ( p . 1 2 2 ) b y 
H a m i l t o n ! s s k i l l e d w o r k e r s t o w a r d 
t h e - e n d - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y . To q u o t e 
P a l m e r o u t of c o n t e x t , " i t w a s 
n e v e r q u i t e t h a t s i m p l e . " S e v e r a l 
i n s t a n c e s t e s t i f y t o an e n d u r i n g 
s u p p o r t f o r a p r o t e c t i v e t a r i f f by 
s i g n i f i c a n t n u m b e r s of H a m i l t o n 
work ing men. Thousands a p p e a r e d a t 
a r a l l y f o r M a c d o n a l d a n d t h e 
N a t i o n a l P o l i c y i n 1 8 9 1 . " T h e 
R o l l i n g M i l l , N a i l Works, and G l a s s 
F a c t o r y Men t u r n e d o u t i n a body 
w i t h b a n n e r s . " I n t h e 1911 f e d e r a l 
e l e c t i o n , a L i b e r a l L a b o u r 
c a n d i d a t e r a n a g a i n s t a 
C o n s e r v a t i v e p r o t e c t i o n i s t i n a 
s t r a i g h t two c a n d i d a t e c o n t e s t i n 
H a m i l t o n ^ w o r k i n g - c l a s s e a s t e n d . 
The " L i b - L a b " l o s t h i s d e p o s i t . 

T h i s i s a b o l d book s e t i n a 
p a r t i c u l a r M a r x i s t t r a d i t i o n . The 
a u t h o r f r e q u e n t l y e v a d e s t h e 
e m p i r i c i s m t h a t he c l a i m s f o r h i s 
work , bu t I t h i n k t h a t he a l s o runs 
i n t o d i f f i c u l t y because t h e M a r x i s t 
t r a d i t i o n t h a t he e m b r a c e s i s one 
which downplays i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e s 
of w o r k i n g - c l a s s e x p e r i e n c e i n 

f a v o u r of c u l t u r e a l o n e . 

John C. Weaver 
Depar tmen t of H i s t o r y 
McMaster U n i v e r s i t y 
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J a m e s , W i l l i a m s , and J a m e s , E v e l y n 
M. A Sufficient Quantity of Pure 
and Wholesome Water. The Story of 
Hamilton's Old Pumphouse. London: 
P h e l p s P u b l i s h i n g Company, 87 Bruce 
S t r e e t , London, O n t a r i o , 1978 . Pp . 
v i i i , 151 and 40 u n n u m b e r e d p a g e s 
of i l l u s t r a t i o n s . $ 1 5 . 0 0 . 

The Hami l ton Pumping S t a t i o n , 
bo rn 1860, s e m i - r e t i r e d 1910, f u l l y 
r e t i r e d 1928, bu t n o n e t h e l e s s s t i l l 
v e r y much a l i v e and r a d i a t i n g a n d 
awesome b e a u t y , i s b o t h a work of 
a r t a n d a s t u n n i n g e x a m p l e of 
C a n a d i a n u r b a n e n g i n e e r i n g 
a c h i e v e m e n t . R e g r e t t a b l y i t i s 
v i r t u a l l y unknown and u n h e r a l d e d by 
a l l bu t a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l number 
of p e o p l e . When W i l l i a m and Eve lyn 
James came t o Canada and s e t t l e d i n 
H a m i l t o n , t h e y m e t t h e P u m p i n g 
S t a t i o n and n o t i c e d t h a t s o m e t h i n g 
was m i s s i n g . 

T h e r e i s no m o n u m e n t t o T . C . 
K e e f e r , no m e m o r i a l t o J o h n 
G a r t s h o r e , Adam B r o w n o r James 
M c F a r l a n e , n o t h i n g t o t e l l o u r 
g e n e r a t i o n o f t h e s t a n d a r d s 
a n d a c h i e v e m e n t s o f e a r l y 
C a n a d i a n c i v i l and m e c h a n i c a l 
e n g i n e e r i n g . 

T h a t i s why we made t h e 
e f f o r t t o w r i t e t h e b o o k ( p . 
1 1 2 ) . 

A Sufficient Quantity of Pure 
and Wholesome Water c h r o n i c l e s 
t h e way i n which a r a p i d l y g r o w i n g 
c i t y m e t t h e n e e d f o r a s a f e , 
r e l i a b l e w a t e r s u p p l y . D u s t , 
f i r e s , and o u t b r e a k s of d i s e a s e 


