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policymakers look upon t h e h i s t o r y 
of technology and e n g i n e e r i n g w i t h 
what seems to be the d i s i n t e r e s t or 
embarrassment normally reserved for 
the hidden i l l e g i t i m a t e chi ld of an 
o t h e r w i s e p r o p e r f a m i l y . At t h e 
p r e s e n t t i m e , any r e s i d e n t s of 
CanadaTs foremost i n d u s t r i a l c i t y 
who w i s h t o v i s i t a museum of 
s c i e n c e or t e c h n o l o g y , s tudy t h e 
h i s t o r y of technology, or p u r s u e a 
c a r e e r i n t h e s e a r e a s must do as 
t h i s reviewer has done: l eave . 

Norman R. Ball 
H i s t o r i a n of E n g i n e e r i n g 

and Technology 
Ottawa 

>'c >V * 

Freeman, B i l l , and Hewi t t , Marsha. 
Their Town: The Mafia3 The Media, 
and the Party Machine. Toronto: 
L o r i m e r , 1979. Pp . 1 7 4 . Maps , 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s . $19 .95 and $8 .95 
(paperback) . 

"The wa te r i n H a m i l t o n T s bay 
used to be so c l e a r , " an o l d t i m e r 
bragged r ecen t ly while r e m i n i s c i n g 
about the c i ty he once knew, " t h a t 
you could see Rocco P e r r i . " S ince 
HamiltonTs king of the b o o t l e g g e r s 
d i s a p p e a r e d one day i n 1944, t h e 
bay t h a t was once t h e s t o m p i n g 
ground of b o o t l e g g e r s 1 s p e e d b o a t s 
has become the murky backwater fo r 
one of the g r e a t c o r p o r a t e c r imes 
of Canadian h i s t o r y , t h e Hami l ton 
D r e d g i n g S c a n d a l . T h e 
Lunchbucket City has a thousand 
s t o r i e s l i k e t he se . Marsha Hewi t t 
and B i l l Freeman t e l l some of them. 
T h e r e a r e s t o r i e s of c r i m e , 
c o r r u p t i o n , h y p o c r i s y , a n d 
decept ion; i nc iden t s in the careers 
of the power brokers who have made 
Hamilton Theiv Town. 

Hewitt and Freeman t e l l t h e s e 
s t o r i e s b e c a u s e t h e y w a n t t o 

develop an a n a l y s i s of " t h e way to 
which s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t g roups come 
to dominate s o c i e t y . " They want to 
d e v e l o p t h e i r a n a l y s i s by 
e l a b o r a t i n g on a s e r i e s of e v e n t s 
r a t h e r than by e l a b o r a t i n g on some 
genera l t heo ry . The .au tho r s s h a r e 
a v i s i o n of a c i t y which i n v o l v e s 
i t s c i t i z e n s , p r e s e r v e s i t s 
neighbourhoods, and m a i n t a i n s i t s 
n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t . They a l s o 
s h a r e a t h e o r y of how power h a s 
been admin i s t e r ed t o p r e v e n t t h i s 
v i s i o n from becoming a r e a l i t y . 
They r e j e c t a p l u r a l i s t model of 
power in which power i s he ld t o be 
w i d e l y and e v e n l y d i s t r i b u t e d 
throughout s o c i e t y . I n s t e a d , they 
f i n d t h e e l i t i s t m o d e l of 
c o n c e n t r a t e d a n d u n e q u a l l y 
d i s t r i b u t e d power , a c o n c e p t i o n 
made famous by C. Wright M i l l s , t o 
be u s e f u l . The one f a i l i n g i n t h i s 
e l i t i s t model , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
a u t h o r s , i s i t s i n a b i l i t y t o 
e x p l a i n how a l l r anks of s o c i e t y 
have adop ted e l i t e v iews on most 
s o c i a l q u e s t i o n s . T h u s , t h e 
au thors are equal ly i n t r i g u e d wi th 
the i n t e r e s t s of p o w e r h o l d e r s and 
w i t h t h e c o n s e n s u s w h e r e b y t h e 
excluded lose a sense of how t h e i r 
i n t e r e s t s c o n f l i c t w i t h t h o s e of 
the e l i t e . 

The a u t h o r s 1 app roach to t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of power in Their 
Town h i t s the mark q u i t e o f ten . 
Some c h a p t e r s such as " W e l f a r e 
Hamilton S t y l e " d e s e r v e t o become 
c l a s s i c s of p o p u l a r e x p o s e . The 
c h a p t e r c o n t r a s t s t h e c a r e l e s s l y 
generous subs id ie s and h a n d o u t s to 
b u s i n e s s m e n d u r i n g t h r e e boom 
per iods in the c i t y ' s growth w i t h 
the penny pinching and h u m i l i a t i n g 
dole provided for the c i t y T s p o o r . 
In t h i s and o t h e r c h a p t e r s , t h e 
au thors s tep on the toes of a h o s t 
of p o w e r f u l H a m i I t o n i a n s . The 
e d u c a t i o n a l and g o s s i p v a l u e of 
m a t e r i a l l i k e t h i s had e a r n e d t h e 
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book a wide audience. 

As a p o r t r a y a l of power and 
p r o t e s t i n an i n d u s t r i a l c i t y , 
h o w e v e r , t h e book has s e v e r a l 
shortcomings. The c i t y ! s e l i t e i s 
n e v e r examined i n t e r m s of i t s 
members, connec t ions , or l e v e r s of 
i n f l u e n c e . Far from p r o v i d i n g a 
s y s t e m a t i c a c c o u n t of a r u l i n g 
c l a s s or i t s f a c t i o n s , the au thor s 1 

e l i t e or i n t e r e s t - g r o u p c o n c e p t of 
power, coupled w i t h a n a r r a t i v e 
a p p r o a c h r a t h e r t h a n a n 
a n a l y t i c a l l y comprehens ive method 
of i l l u s t r a t i n g t h i s p o w e r , l e d 
t h e m t o be o v e r w h e l m e d by 
a d v e n t u r e r s . The a u t h o r s s p e n t 
time on frontmen and h u c k s t e r s to 
the neglec t of r e a l a u t h o r i t i e s i n 
the c i t y . Amazingly, for i n s t a n c e , 
the s t e e l magnates of S t e l c o and 
Dofasco are not dea l t w i th i n t h i s 
book. 

I n t h e s a m e v e i n , t h e 
exc lus ive ly l o c a l focus of the book 
must be q u e s t i o n e d . Not only a r e 
many of H a m i l t o n T s c o r p o r a t i o n s 
dominated from ou ts ide t h e c i t y T s , 
or the country T s , b o r d e r s , most of 
the developments in the l o c a l r e a l 
e s t a t e market, such as t he J a c k s o n 
Square ma l l which so u p s e t s t h e 
a u t h o r s , f o l l o w p a t t e r n s s e t 
e l s e w h e r e i n t h e p r o v i n c e a n d 
c o n t i n e n t . In t h i s r e s p e c t , t h e 
a u t h o r s would have done w e l l t o 
consider Henry Aubin T s c o n c l u s i o n 
i n h i s famous s tudy of M o n t r e a l , 
City For Sale^ "Much of what the 
l o c a l r a d i c a l s c a l l w i t h awe t h e 
' l o c a l power s t r u c t u r e * i s , i n 
f a c t , l i t t l e more than a c o l l e c t i o n 
of l o c a l y o k e l s a c t i n g as a g e n t s 
and i n t e r m e d i a r i e s for t h e s e much 
l a r g e r g loba l i n t e r e s t s . " 

Ins tead of analyzing the l o c a l 
power s t r u c t u r e , the a u t h o r s shoot 
a t t h e easy t a r g e t s - t h e m a f i a 
hoods, the ha rbou r r a t s , t he r e a l 
e s t a t e con-men, and t h e p o l i t i c a l 

bagmen. Far from holding a sys tem 
up for a n a l y s i s , the authors search 
out i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n t h e e l i t e 
whose words and a c t i o n s h i g h l i g h t 
the abuses of t h e i r p e e r s . Reform 
and r a d i c a l a c t i on are examined i n 
i s o l a t i o n r a t h e r t han p l a c e d i n a 
c o n t e x t i n which t h e i r s u c c e s s e s 
a n d f a i l u r e s c a n b e f a i r l y 
a s s e s s e d . 

These g e n e r a l c r i t i c i s m s can 
be i l l u s t r a t e d by r e v i e w i n g t h e 
t r e a t m e n t a c c o r d e d t h r e e m a j o r 
s u b j e c t s w i t h i n t h e b o o k : t h e 
Mafia, John Munro, and t h e l a b o u r 
movement. The chapter on the Mafia 
i n Hamilton a r g u e s t h a t t h e "mob" 
i s a permanent i n s t i t u t i o n which 
has evolved from the bootlegging of 
Rocco P e r r i t h r o u g h t h e gambl ing 
and n a r c o t i c s hand l ed by J o h n n y 
Papa l i a to today ' s unnamed man in a 
grey f l anne l s u i t . The mob, which 
h a s d e p e n d e d on c o r r u p t i o n t o 
s u r v i v e , has a lways p r o s p e r e d i n 
Hamilton. Today, accord ing t o t h e 
a u t h o r s , i t i s an eminence 
grise of the c i t y T s p o l i t i c a l l i f e , 
and m o b s t e r s rub s h o u l d e r s w i t h 
l e g i t i m a t e a n d r e s p e c t a b l e 
businessmen. 

A p a r t f r o m s o m e s l o p p y 
r e s e a r c h , which may r e s u l t i n a 
s l ande r s u i t a g a i n s t t he a u t h o r s , 
t h i s c h a p t e r s u f f e r s from some 
f u n d a m e n t a l p r o b l e m s . To s t a r t 
w i t h , and n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e low 
i n c i d e n c e of c r ime among I t a l i a n 
immigrants , the book c a r r i e s on the 
xenophob ic t r a d i t i o n of e q u a t i n g 
organized crime with the mob, hence 
w i t h t h e M a f i a , and h e n c e w i t h 
I t a l i a n s . This i s wrong on two 
coun t s . F i r s t , a c r o s s - s e c t i o n of 
s o c i e t y i s i n v o l v e d i n o r g a n i z e d 
cr ime, which i s simply cr ime on an 
o r g a n i z e d r a t h e r t h a n s p o r a d i c 
b a s i s . The big b i k e r g a n g s and 
t h e i r farm teams, which s p e c i a l i z e 
i n p o r n , b o o t l e g g i n g , and d r u g 
manufacture , are par t of a network 
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of o r g a n i z e d cr ime and have even 
f i e l d e d a c a n d i d a t e fo r mayor of 
H a m i l t o n . S e c o n d , much of t h e 
" c r i m e " w i t h which an o r g a n i z e d 
I t a l i a n m a f i a h a s b e e n f a l s e l y 
a s s o c i a t e d , has s imply r e f l e c t e d 
the spontaneous community behaviour 
of work ing c l a s s i m m i g r a n t s . As 
many as one - th i rd of the houses i n 
t h e c h o i c e immigrant a r e a around 
the s t e e l m i l l s doubled as homes 
and b o o t l e g j o i n t s d u r i n g t h e 
1920s , 1930s , and 1 9 4 0 s . T h e s e 
o n e - f a m i l y b o o t l e g o p e r a t i o n s 
ca te red to pre-union s h i f t workers , 
who usua l ly f i n i s h e d t h e i r twe lve 
and t h i r t e e n hour s h i f t s a f t e r t h e 
l i c ensed t averns were c losed . 

A f t e r f a l l i n g v i c t i m t o an 
e t h n i c s t e r e o t y p e , the a u t h o r s e r r 
i n i d e n t i f y i n g organized crime with 
r a c k e t s l i k e g a m b l i n g , 
p r o s t i t u t i o n , and n a r c o t i c s . In 
f a c t , t h e s e f r e q u e n t l y - m e n t i o n e d 
f i e l d s of a c t i v i t y do not touch the 
f u l l l i m i t s of o r g a n i z e d c r i m i n a l 
a c t i v i t y . Organized crime of many 
o t h e r k i n d s o c c u r s i n H a m i l t o n , 
a n d , i n some i n s t a n c e s , i t s 
a c c e p t a n c e by m e m b e r s of t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t i s c r u c i a l t o i t s 
ex i s t ence and to any explana t ion of 
the to le rance displayed toward i t . 
The authors cannot claim t h a t t h i s 
i s an unknown f a c t , e s p e c i a l l y in a 
labour c i t y l i k e Hamilton. 

F i n a l l y , t h e a u t h o r s a c c e p t 
the s t e reo type of " l e g i t i m a t e " and 
" i l l e g i t i m a t e " b u s i n e s s , t h u s 
ensur ing t h a t they w i l l only h i t at 
a few scapegoa ts whose g u i l t l i e s 
mainly in breaking laws r a t h e r than 
making them to t h e i r own advantage. 
Morton Shulman s u f f e r e d from t h i s 
same misconception when he w o r r i e d 
t h a t " o r g a n i z e d c r i m e i s 
p e n e t r a t i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y i n t o 
l e g i t i m a t e a r e a s of b u s i n e s s by 
f a i r means or f o u l . " Al Capone, 
the Chigaco g a n g s t e r , saw no such 
c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n g a n s t e r a n d 

c a p i t a l i s t e t h i c . "Don ' t g e t t h e 
idea tha t I !m knocking the American 
s y s t e m , " h e i n s i s t e d . " T h i s 
American system of o u r s . . . c a l l i t 
c a p i t a l i s m , c a l l i t w h a t e v e r you 
l i k e , gives to each and eve ry one 
of us a g r e a t o p p o r t u n i t y i f we 
only se ize i t w i t h bo th hands and 
make the most of i t (Frank P e a r s e , 
Crimes of the Powerful3 p . 127) . 
O r g a n i z e d c r i m e i s w i t h i n t h e 
mainstream of economic a c t i v i t y i n 
a compet i t ive c l a s s s o c i e t y and i s 
no t c o n f i n e d t o m i n o r i t y e t h n i c 
communities or deviant g roups l i k e 
gamblers . In the compe t i t i ve r e a l 
e s t a t e and cons t ruc t ion b u s i n e s s e s 
the unseen b lack hand may s t e p in 
when the unseen hand of t he marke t 
i s too s l o w . In o t h e r a r e a s of 
e n t e r p r i s e m o r e g e n t i l i t y i s 
r e q u i r e d , and t h e hand must be 
qu icker than the eye. 

The s t u d y of J o h n M u n r o ' s 
L i b e r a l pa r ty o rgan iza t ion by Henry 
Jacek , the one c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h e 
book not made by Hewitt or Freeman, 
i s an i n t e r e s t i n g d e s c r i p t i o n of a 
powerful p o l i t i c a l machine. Among 
h i s accomplishments, Munro was able 
t o win an I t a l o - C a n a d i a n r i d i n g 
f r o m a C o n s e r v a t i v e who w a s 
C a n a d a ' s f i r s t I t a l o - C a n a d i a n 
Member of P a r l i a m e n t and has been 
a b l e t o h o l d t h i s i n d u s t r i a l 
working c l a s s r i d ing from t h e NDP. 
J a c e k i s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e Munro 
machine 's a b i l i t y to p e n e t r a t e i n t o 
the hear t of neighbourhood l i f e and 
e s t a b l i s h r e c i p r o c a l r e l a t i o n s 
be tween t h e p o l i t i c i a n and t h e 
e l e c t o r a t e , e i t h e r t h r o u g h 
c o n s t i t u e n c y s e r v i c e w o r k o r 
through p a t r o n a g e . P a t r o n - c l i e n t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s a r e s e e n a s an 
i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t of M u n r o ' s 
machine. But to reduce Munro to a 
ward p o l i t i c i a n i s to b e l i t t l e him 
and underes t imate the e f f ec t iveness 
of h i s approach. The r e a l s e c r e t 
of Munro's s u c c e s s i s h i s p l e b i a n 
manner and h i s l e f t - l i b e r a l , almost 
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p o p u l i s t , s t y l e . As M i n i s t e r of 
H e a l t h and W e l f a r e , d u r i n g t h e 
h e c t i c d a y s of p o o r p e o p l e ' s 
movements, Munro was able to e n l i s t 
t h e h e l p of an e n d l e s s r u n of 
welfare r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s , community 
o r g a n i z e r s , and humani tar ian s o c i a l 
p l a n n e r s . As M i n i s t e r of Labour 
during wage and p r i ce c o n t r o l s , he 
t a l k e d a b o u t l a b o u r -
b u s i n e s s - g o v e r n m e n t t r i p a r t i s m . 
J a c e k ' s n e g l e c t of M u n r o ' s 
p o l i t i c a l s t y l e overlooks what some 
would i n t e r p r e t as the h i s t o r i c and 
d y n a m i c r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
l i b e r a l - p o p u l i s m and w a r d - h e e l i n g 
c o r r u p t i o n . They may be seen as 
p o i n t s on a con t inuum, i n e f f e c t 
a l l i e s , no t p o l a r o p p o s i t e s . 
N e g l e c t of t h e f u n c t i o n i n g of a 
modern p o l i t i c a l machine can only 
r e s u l t in a s u p e r f i c i a l a n a l y s i s of 
p a r t of t h e means by w h i c h t h e 
populace i s c o n t r o l l e d i n a l i b e r a l 
democracy. 

Freeman1s chapter on "Hamilton 
L a b o u r : T h e f a i l u r e of a n 
o p p o s i t i o n g r o u p " i s c r i t i c a l t o 
t h e book , s i n c e i t i s u s e d t o 
e x p l a i n t h e absence of any r e a l 
a l t e r n a t i v e to the business e l i t e 1 s 
model of the c i t y . In keeping with 
the views of most e l i t e t h e o r i s t s 
who w r i t e on t h e l a b o u r movement, 
F r e e m a n a r g u e s t h a t " l a b o u r 
p o l i t i c i a n s have operated simply as 
a v e s t e d i n t e r e s t g r o u p w i t h a 
l im i t ed se t of o b j e c t i v e s , r a t h e r 
than as a p o l i t i c a l par ty dedicated 
t o b r i n g i n g s u b s t a n t i a l 
improvements to t h e work ing c l a s s 
a n d l i m i t i n g t h e p o w e r of 
b u s i n e s s . " Th i s view of l a b o u r 1 s 
r e l a t i o n to m u n i c i p a l r e f o r m o r 
r a d i c a l i s m i s i n c o r r e c t a n d 
d a n g e r o u s . C r i t i c i s m s of l a b o u r 
p o l i t i c s in a c i t y must be s e t i n 
t h e c o n t e x t of w o r k i n g c l a s s 
d e v e l o p m e n t s e l s e w h e r e i n t h e 
country . Hamilton workers probably 
h a v e t h e m o s t p r o f o u n d a n d 
l o n g l a s t i n g e x p e r i e n c e w i t h 

municipal p o l i t i c s of any workers 
i n the p rov ince , c e r t a i n l y more so 
than workers in Sudbury or Toronto, 
and t h i s i n v o l v e m e n t h a s b e e n 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by v a r i e t y a n d 
v i t a l i t y . Th i s was t r u e of CCF 
f i g u r e s l i k e Sam Lawrence , whose 
p o l i c i e s as mayor were c r u c i a l fo r 
the v i c t o r y of i n d u s t r i a l u n i o n i s m 
i n 1 9 4 6 , and James M u r d o c h , a 
T r o t s k y i s t alderman, who spoke out 
d u r i n g t h e 1950s on a l l i s s u e s , 
i nc lud ing the nuclear f a c i l i t i e s at 
McMaster U n i v e r s i t y and S t e l c o ! s 
p o l l u t i o n . M o r e o v e r l a b o u r 
p o l i t i c i a n s h a v e t h e s a m e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a s b u s i n e s s 
p o l i t i c a n s to p re sen t an i n d u s t r i a l 
s t r a t e g y for d e v e l o p m e n t . Labour 
t r i e s for a s t r a t e g y c o n s i s t e n t 
w i t h maximum e m p l o y m e n t , g o o d 
w a g e s , a n d d e c e n t w o r k i n g 
cond i t i ons and t h u s i s not s imply 
i m i t a t i n g business because i t wants 
d e v e l o p m e n t . Working a g a i n s t an 
e f f e c t i v e l a b o u r - b a s e d r e f o r m 
movement i s t h e s t r u c t u r e of 
munic ipal f inance which e n c o u r a g e s 
u n s e l e c t i v e commercial development 
and a dependence on s e n i o r l e v e l s 
of gove rnmen t . To t h i s mus t be 
added the abandonment of t he c i t y 
by t h e a c a d e m i c c o m m u n i t y of 
M c M a s t e r U n i v e r s i t y , t h e r e b y 
d e p r i v i n g Hami l ton of one of i t s 
n a t u r a l l e a d e r s h i p g r o u p s . While 
n o n e of t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n i s 
i n t e n d e d t o whi t ewash t h e l a b o u r 
m o v e m e n t , i t d o e s s u g g e s t t h e 
d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h i t 
o p e r a t e s . The problems have never 
b e e n t h e s i m p l i s t i c o n e s t h a t 
Freeman r a i s e s , of i n d e n t i f y i n g 
with broad community concerns . 

There a r e , however, p r o b l e m s . 
Hamilton c i t i z e n s , as a recent CMHC 
study r e v e a l s , are concerned abou t 
unemployment , i n f l a t i o n , and a i r 
p o l l u t i o n , none of wh ich can be 
t ack l ed d i r e c t l y a t t h e m u n i c i p a l 
l e v e l . The par l i amenta ry focus of 
the CCF-NDP has been an i m p o r t a n t 
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f a c t o r i n k e e p i n g t h e m o s t 
p rominen t a c t i v i s t s o r i e n t e d t o 
Queens Park and Ottawa, r a t he r than 
t h e m u n i c i p a l a r e n a . T h e s e a r e 
problems of a d i f f e r e n t o r d e r t h a n 
those r a i sed by Freeman, problems 
which t r a n s c e n d b l a c k and w h i t e 
moralism. In one of h i s c h i l d r e n s ' 
books, Cedric and the North End 
Kidsj Freeman t e l l s the s to ry of 
C e d r i c , a shy , b l a c k , i m m i g r a n t 
c h i l d , who ends up as a chum of a 
pork i sh , loudmouth Hamilton n a t i v e 
who s p o r t s a s w e a t s h i r t emblazed 
w i t h H a m i l t o n ' s m o t t o , " T h e 
Ambitious C i t y . " E v e n t u a l l y , t h e 
loudmouth i s caught t ry ing to s t e a l 
a t o y m o u n t i e f r o m a l o c a l 
smokeshop, and the ambitious lad i s 
saved the p e n a l t i e s of hubris only 
by the good sense , s o l i d a r i t y , and 
sound moral i ty of Cedr ic . If on ly 
r e a l l i f e were t h i s s i m p l e , B i l l 
Freeman and Marsha H e w i t t c o u l d 
have w r i t t e n a very good book. 

Wayne Roberts 
Labour Studies Programme 
McMaster Univers i ty 
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THE POVERTY OF LIBERAL AND MARXIST 
ANALYSIS? 

The fo l l owing two r ev i ews by 
T o r o n t o u r b a n a c t i v i s t s a r e 
publ ished toge the r not j u s t because 
t h e y p r o v o k e t h o u g h t a b o u t 
community values and the f u t u r e of 
American c i t i e s , but a l s o s i n c e 
they are concerned with the concept 
of " p r i v a t i s m " which has been so 
much a p a r t of u r b a n - h i s t o r y 
w r i t i n g during the pas t t en y e a r s . 
Both r e v i e w e r s a r e a l e r t t o t h e 
ways in which " p r i v a t i s m " - t h e 
s e a r c h f o r p r i v a t e g a i n w i t h a 
s a c r i f i c e of community v a l u e s - i s 
a c o n s t a n t f e a t u r e of u r b a n 
a f f a i r s . The i r r ev iews go beyond 
t h i s , however , and c h a l l e n g e two 
a p p r o a c h e s to u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e 

c i t y and i t s c u r r e n t p r o b l e m s . 
Alderman R i c h a r d G i l b e r t t e a r s a 
s t r i p o f f t h e h i d e o f a 
s o c i a l - s c i e n c e l i b e r a l i s m a n d 
o p t i m i s m e v i d e n t i n A m e r i c a n 
l i t e r a t u r e . J i m Lemon t a k e s a 
c r i t i c a l v i e w of E u r o p e a n 
s t r u c t u r a l i s t Marxism and even t h e 
m o r e h u m a n i s t i c B r i t i s h 
l a b o u r - h i s t o r y branch of Marxism. 
A geographer and community-focused 
reformer , Lemon wonders about t h e 
c o n s t r a i n t s of a c l a s s a n a l y s i s . 
P e r h a p s the To ron to e x p e r i e n c e , 
d e s c r i b e d i n p l a c e s by A l d e r m a n 
G i l b e r t and implied i n J im Lemon's 
accent on community, could l e a d t o 
d i s t i n c t i v e thoughts about power in 
the urban s e t t i n g , the theme of the 
1982 Urban His tory Conference to be 
held a t the Univers i ty of Guelph. 

John C. Weaver 
Department of History 
McMaster Univers i ty 

Arthur P. Solomon, ed. The 
Prospective City. Cambridge, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s : The MIT P r e s s , 
1980. 

This review should be regarded 
as a c u r i o s i t y piece r a t h e r than as 
a n a i d t o s c h o l a r s h i p . I t 
de sc r ibe s and a s s e s s e s a book about 
American c i t i e s , w r i t t e n for t h e 
m o s t p a r t by a c a d e m i c s f o r 
academics. Before reading the book 
I knew n e x t t o n o t h i n g a b o u t 
A m e r i c a n c i t i e s and e v e n l e s s 
about the scho la r ly study of u rban 
m a t t e r s . P e r h a p s my o n l y 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n fo r t h i s e n t e r p r i s e 
i s t h a t I have been s t u d i e d by 
a c a d e m i c s i n my c a p a c i t y a s a 
member of T o r o n t o ' s C i ty C o u n c i l , 
which occupation brings me most of 
my income. I t i s as if an Aus t r ian 
s t o n e - m a s o n were be ing a s k e d t o 
comment on t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e of 
neighbouring I t a l y . 


