
All Rights Reserved © Urban History Review / Revue d'histoire urbaine, 1981 Ce document est protégé par la loi sur le droit d’auteur. L’utilisation des
services d’Érudit (y compris la reproduction) est assujettie à sa politique
d’utilisation que vous pouvez consulter en ligne.
https://apropos.erudit.org/fr/usagers/politique-dutilisation/

Cet article est diffusé et préservé par Érudit.
Érudit est un consortium interuniversitaire sans but lucratif composé de
l’Université de Montréal, l’Université Laval et l’Université du Québec à
Montréal. Il a pour mission la promotion et la valorisation de la recherche.
https://www.erudit.org/fr/

Document généré le 10 avr. 2024 05:37

Urban History Review
Revue d'histoire urbaine

The Poverty of Liberal and Marxist Analysis?
John C. Weaver

Volume 9, numéro 3, february 1981

URI : https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1019307ar
DOI : https://doi.org/10.7202/1019307ar

Aller au sommaire du numéro

Éditeur(s)
Urban History Review / Revue d'histoire urbaine

ISSN
0703-0428 (imprimé)
1918-5138 (numérique)

Découvrir la revue

Citer ce document
Weaver, J. C. (1981). The Poverty of Liberal and Marxist Analysis? Urban
History Review / Revue d'histoire urbaine, 9(3), 108–108.
https://doi.org/10.7202/1019307ar

https://apropos.erudit.org/fr/usagers/politique-dutilisation/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/uhr/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1019307ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/1019307ar
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/uhr/1981-v9-n3-uhr0887/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/uhr/


- 108 -

f a c t o r i n k e e p i n g t h e m o s t 
p rominen t a c t i v i s t s o r i e n t e d t o 
Queens Park and Ottawa, r a t he r than 
t h e m u n i c i p a l a r e n a . T h e s e a r e 
problems of a d i f f e r e n t o r d e r t h a n 
those r a i sed by Freeman, problems 
which t r a n s c e n d b l a c k and w h i t e 
moralism. In one of h i s c h i l d r e n s ' 
books, Cedric and the North End 
Kidsj Freeman t e l l s the s to ry of 
C e d r i c , a shy , b l a c k , i m m i g r a n t 
c h i l d , who ends up as a chum of a 
pork i sh , loudmouth Hamilton n a t i v e 
who s p o r t s a s w e a t s h i r t emblazed 
w i t h H a m i l t o n ' s m o t t o , " T h e 
Ambitious C i t y . " E v e n t u a l l y , t h e 
loudmouth i s caught t ry ing to s t e a l 
a t o y m o u n t i e f r o m a l o c a l 
smokeshop, and the ambitious lad i s 
saved the p e n a l t i e s of hubris only 
by the good sense , s o l i d a r i t y , and 
sound moral i ty of Cedr ic . If on ly 
r e a l l i f e were t h i s s i m p l e , B i l l 
Freeman and Marsha H e w i t t c o u l d 
have w r i t t e n a very good book. 

Wayne Roberts 
Labour Studies Programme 
McMaster Univers i ty 
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THE POVERTY OF LIBERAL AND MARXIST 
ANALYSIS? 

The fo l l owing two r ev i ews by 
T o r o n t o u r b a n a c t i v i s t s a r e 
publ ished toge the r not j u s t because 
t h e y p r o v o k e t h o u g h t a b o u t 
community values and the f u t u r e of 
American c i t i e s , but a l s o s i n c e 
they are concerned with the concept 
of " p r i v a t i s m " which has been so 
much a p a r t of u r b a n - h i s t o r y 
w r i t i n g during the pas t t en y e a r s . 
Both r e v i e w e r s a r e a l e r t t o t h e 
ways in which " p r i v a t i s m " - t h e 
s e a r c h f o r p r i v a t e g a i n w i t h a 
s a c r i f i c e of community v a l u e s - i s 
a c o n s t a n t f e a t u r e of u r b a n 
a f f a i r s . The i r r ev iews go beyond 
t h i s , however , and c h a l l e n g e two 
a p p r o a c h e s to u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e 

c i t y and i t s c u r r e n t p r o b l e m s . 
Alderman R i c h a r d G i l b e r t t e a r s a 
s t r i p o f f t h e h i d e o f a 
s o c i a l - s c i e n c e l i b e r a l i s m a n d 
o p t i m i s m e v i d e n t i n A m e r i c a n 
l i t e r a t u r e . J i m Lemon t a k e s a 
c r i t i c a l v i e w of E u r o p e a n 
s t r u c t u r a l i s t Marxism and even t h e 
m o r e h u m a n i s t i c B r i t i s h 
l a b o u r - h i s t o r y branch of Marxism. 
A geographer and community-focused 
reformer , Lemon wonders about t h e 
c o n s t r a i n t s of a c l a s s a n a l y s i s . 
P e r h a p s the To ron to e x p e r i e n c e , 
d e s c r i b e d i n p l a c e s by A l d e r m a n 
G i l b e r t and implied i n J im Lemon's 
accent on community, could l e a d t o 
d i s t i n c t i v e thoughts about power in 
the urban s e t t i n g , the theme of the 
1982 Urban His tory Conference to be 
held a t the Univers i ty of Guelph. 

John C. Weaver 
Department of History 
McMaster Univers i ty 

Arthur P. Solomon, ed. The 
Prospective City. Cambridge, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s : The MIT P r e s s , 
1980. 

This review should be regarded 
as a c u r i o s i t y piece r a t h e r than as 
a n a i d t o s c h o l a r s h i p . I t 
de sc r ibe s and a s s e s s e s a book about 
American c i t i e s , w r i t t e n for t h e 
m o s t p a r t by a c a d e m i c s f o r 
academics. Before reading the book 
I knew n e x t t o n o t h i n g a b o u t 
A m e r i c a n c i t i e s and e v e n l e s s 
about the scho la r ly study of u rban 
m a t t e r s . P e r h a p s my o n l y 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n fo r t h i s e n t e r p r i s e 
i s t h a t I have been s t u d i e d by 
a c a d e m i c s i n my c a p a c i t y a s a 
member of T o r o n t o ' s C i ty C o u n c i l , 
which occupation brings me most of 
my income. I t i s as if an Aus t r ian 
s t o n e - m a s o n were be ing a s k e d t o 
comment on t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e of 
neighbouring I t a l y . 


