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Ethnocultural processes among the Chukchi 
in the 20th century 
Galina Diachkova* 

Résumé: Processus ethnoculturels chez les Tchouktches au 20e siècle 

Cette note décrit brièvement la composante tchouktche d'un projet de recherche intitulé «Le 
rôle des organisations communautaires du Nord, de la Sibérie et de l'Extrême-Orient dans les 
politiques sociales de la Fédération russe». Cette étude, commencée en 2001, est consacrée aux 
processus ethnoculturels qu i influencent le développement de la communauté tchouktche 
contemporaine. 

Abstract: Ethnocultural processes a m o n g the Chukch i in the 20th century 

This paper briefly describes the Chukch i component of a research project entitled "The rôle 
of the community-based organisations of the North, Siberia and the Far-East in the Russ ian 
Federation's social po l ic ies . " This study, initiated in 2001, focuses on the ethnocultural processes 
that impact on the development of the contemporaneous Chukch i commun i ty . 

In t roduc t ion 

In 2001 , the Ford Foundation sponsored the project "The rôle of the community-
based organisations of the North, Siberia and the Far-East in the Russian Federation's 
social policies." The objectives of the project were to define: 1) the rôle of the 
community-based Indigenous organisations in designing social policies in the Russian 
Fédération; 2) the nature and level of coopération with the Association of the Less-
Numerous Peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Fédération 
(AKMNSSDV); and 3) the knowledge of Indigenous peoples regarding their légal 
rights. 
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The Chukchi part of the project aimed at defining the principal ethnocultural 
processes that impact, through résistance and destabilization, the development of 
Chukchi community growth. This note reports on the work, présentations and 
publications in relation to this study. 

Methodology 

Due to my field of research (Diachkova 1999, 2000, 2001a-c, 2002), I was 
responsible for the Chukchi part of the project, and conducted research in Anadyr, as 
well as in the Chukchi, Iultin (Uelkal) and Provideniya Districts. I used an approach 
based on the concepts of ethnos and culture as mechanisms of adaptation to the natural 
and social environments. 

In coopération with the University of Alaska Anchorage, I also took part in the 
organisation of the 2003 project "Community self-management" in Lorino (Chukchi 
District) and Novoe Chaplino (Provideniya District). The project was directed towards 
the development of the vhTagers' self-management potential when it cornes to take 
décisions on various social problems. The project leader was Vie Fisher (University of 
Alaska Anchorage). 

Dissémination of results 

I presented papers at conférences and wrote a few publications in relation to the 
above mentioned studies (Diachkova 2004, 2005, 2006a,b). A roundtable based on the 
research results took place in August 2005 in Anadyr under the thème "Issues in 
Indigenous activism in Chukotka." One of the roundtable recommendations was to 
involve young people into the discussions. I thus participated in the préparation of the 
next roundtable held in 2006 under the thème "Youth, Indigenous héritage and the 
présent." I was also involved in the information package on "Indigenous Rights of the 
Less-Numerous Peoples of the Russian Fédération" that was broadeasted by the 
régional radio program "Purga." 

In 2005-2006, I conducted a content analysis of the Indigenous média in the 
Russian Fédération in préparation for an article to be published by Duke University 
Press. Based on that article, some materials on the coopération expérience between the 
Indigenous organisations, government structures and the mining industry were 
produced in 2006 for the Association of the Indigenous Peoples of the North of 
Chukotka. During the meetings of RAIPON (Russian Association of Indigenous 
Peoples of the North, formerly called AKMNSSDV) in Anadyr, members of the 
Indigenous peoples' organisation of Kamchatka presented their expérience in resolving 
social problems. As a resuit, the organisation took the décision to start publishing a new 
journal entitled V"en and I was the editor of the first issue that was published in 
February 2007. 
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