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WILLIAM (BILL) ACHESON

William (Bill) Acheson is a graduate of the New Brunswick Teachers College, the
University of New Brunswick (BA and MA) and the University of Toronto (PhD).
His doctoral thesis was “The Social Origins of Canadian Industrialism: A Study in
the Structure of Entrepreneurship, 1880-1910.” He was initially appointed to the
Department of History of the University of New Brunswick as a sessional lecturer in
1963 and he has remained at UNB with the exception of a year as visiting associate
professor of History at York University for the academic year 1976-77. He currently
holds the rank of professor at UNB.

He has published extensively in business, economic, and Atlantic Canadian
history with articles in Social History/Histoire sociale, the Canadian Historical
Review, Acadiensis, Ontario History, Studies in Canadian Business History (ed.
D. S. Macmillan), The Burden of Unity (ed. David Bercuson), and the Harvard
Business History Review. He has recently published St. John: The Making of a
Colonial Urban Community and coauthored, with David Frank and James D.
Frost, Industrialization and Underdevelopment in the Maritimes, 1880-1930.

He has been a member of the editorial board of Acadiensis between 1971 and
1974 and from 1975 to the present, and served as editor of the journal between 1974
and 1975. He was a member of the council of the Canadian Historical Association
from 1975 to 1978. Professor Acheson has served on many university and
departmental committees and was acting chairman of the Department of History in
1981.
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William (Bill) Acheson est un diplémé du New Brunswick Teachers College, de
'université du Nouveau-Brunswick (B.A. et M.A.) et de l'université de Toronto
(Ph.D.). Sa thése s'intitule: The Social Origins of Canadian Industrialism: A Study
in the Structure of Entrepreneurship, 1880-1910. En 1963, il devint chargé de cours
au département d’histoire de 'université du Nouveau-Brunswick (U.N.B.). Il est
depuis resté & 'U.N.B. ou il est actuellement professeur titulaire, sauf en 1976-1977
ou il fut professeur associé invité a l'université York.

Il a publié de nombreux ouvrages canadiens en histoire des affaires,
économiques et de I'Atlantique dans Histoire sociale/Social History, Canadian
Historical Review, Acadiensis, Ontario History, Studies in Canadian Business
History (éditeur, D. S. Macmillan), The Burden of Unity (éditeur, David Bercuson)



et la Harvard Business History Review. Il a publié deux livres en 1985: St. John:
The Making of a Colonial Urban Community et, avec David Frank et James D.
Frost, Industrialization and Underdevelopment in the Maritimes, 1880-1930.

Il fut membre du comité éditorial d’Acadiensis entre 1971 et 1974, et aussi,
depuis 1975, de méme qu’éditeur de ce journal (1974-1975). Il a été membre du
conseil de la S.H.C. de 1975 a 1978. Le professeur Acheson a servi dans plusieurs
comités départementaux ou universitaires et fut directeur par intérim de son
département d’histoire en 1981.



