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Article abstract
Exchange Networks and Informal Kinship
Québec kinship relationships have traditionally been examined with regard to
attitudinal systems. The present article proposes a widened view of kinship. Its
approach is grounded in certain economic functions still accepted by relatives
in semi-rural Québec settings. Starting from a study of exchanges of goods and
services among households, it soon became evident that if blood-ties still affect
material goods, particular sectors and certain pillars of kinship are prominent
in such informal economic practices. Through close analysis of the routes
followed in interchanges among groups of relatives, a fresh if not altogether
unprecedented interpretation of Québec kinship thus appears.
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