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Article abstract
Identity and Naming in Bois-Vert (Québec)
After first reviewing theoretical findings of psychoanalysts, linguists and
anthropologists on the matter of the identity bestowed on individuals by the
names received, born or used, the author offers an overview of a Québec
naming system based on a 1982 field study in a Saguenay village. By analyzing
each category of name, as proposed by Zona-bend in 1980 for European
onomastic studies, the anthropologist develops indices on the patronymic and
matronymic, on the choice of first names and the assignment of surnames, and
finally suggests hypotheses on the respective power of women and clergy in
the transmission of a particular form of collective village identity.
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