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Article abstract
The Applicability of the Concept of Ostranenie in the Study of Culture in
Anthropology
Ostranenie is a key concept of Russian formalism. It is applied here to
contemporary structural analysis and semiotics. By presenting ostranenie, the
article is aimed at opening up wider perspectives in the study of the dynamics
of culture and the aesthetic function. In particular, it emphasises
anti-normative aspects - chaos, inversion, the trickster - all linked to polysemy
and ambiguity. In the theatrical tradition, the Harlequin, as emissary of the
infernal regions, plays almost the same role as ostranenie does in literature by
revealing a hidden dimension of reality. The article emphasises three aspects
of applicability of the concept of ostranenie : in several literary genres, in
folklore, and in phenomenological theory It proposes that the distribution of
mediating functions should be studied systematically.
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