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Article abstract
Excision and Female Identity. The Mauritanien Example
Through the example of excision among the Moors of Mauritania, the author
shows how this social practice must be placed in the wider context of the
cultural construction of female identity and the social and political
relationships between the sexes. This analysis leads her to conclude that it is
too simplistic to understand excision as a sign of men's domination over
women. Instead, she sees this social practice as a bridge between two systems
of logic which, while controlling women's sexual desires, ensures at the same
time their power over men.
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