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Article abstract
Power, Alliances and Politics : From Primates to Humans
The dynamics of power relationships and alliances in primates is reviewed
with the goal of identifying some of the phylogenetic precursors of human
politics. Power in primates is essentially coercive by nature and is reflected in
various types of alliances: unilateral protection and defense, revolutionary,
rebellious, conservative or xenophobic coalitions, etc. Sketching this
phylogenetic background makes it possible to attempt defining the original
characteristics of human politics. The degree of dependence of human beings
on ressources and techniques, unprecedented in evolution, seems to be the key
factor that led to the advent of non coercive forms of power and, concurrently,
to the explosion of the complexity of coalitions.
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