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Article abstract
Principes of Paeceful Coexistence in Primates
Recent studies of monkeys and apes demonstrate that following spontaneous
aggressive incidents there is an increased probability of friendly body contact,
specifically between the antagonists themselves. This implies individual
recognition and memory, i.e. nunhuman primates remember with whom they
have engaged in aggression, and seek comforting contact with this particular
individual afterward. The form of the reconciliation varies per species, ranging
from kissing and embracing in chimpanzees to grooming and lipsmacking in
rhesus monkeys. Reconciliation is best regarded as a learned social skill,
intelligently applied to preserve valuable relationships and to cope with the
detrimental effects of aggressive behavior.
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