
Tous droits réservés ©  Anthropologie et Sociétés, Université Laval, 1988 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/10/2024 9:05 a.m.

Anthropologie et Sociétés

L'évolution et la fonction de la tromperie
Peter J. LaFrenière

Volume 12, Number 3, 1988

L’héritage évolutif : Primatologie, Sociobiologie et Comportement

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/015038ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/015038ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Département d'anthropologie de l'Université Laval

ISSN
0702-8997 (print)
1703-7921 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
LaFrenière, P. J. (1988). L'évolution et la fonction de la tromperie.
Anthropologie et Sociétés, 12(3), 63–75. https://doi.org/10.7202/015038ar

Article abstract
Evolution and Function of Deception
A sociobiological framework for understanding the evolution and function of
deception is presented integrating recent work in primatology and cognitive
psychology. Four phylogenetic levels of deception are defined and illustrated
including deception based upon: 1) misleading morphology, 2) fixed actions
patterns, 3) learned behavior, and 4) tactical deliberations. The fourth level of
deception, implying advanced cognition, is documented in semi-naturalistic
and experimental studies of chimpanzees, and analyzed in terms of discrete
progressions in order to understand the prerequisites of such behavior and its
rarity in the animal world. Finally, functional taxonomies of deception are
reviewed from the standpoint of immediate consequences, as well as its role in
the evolution of human intelligence.
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