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Article abstract
Anthropology and Sociobtology : The Bases of an Eventual Integration
In this paper, we compare the respective epistemological tenets of
sociobiological and anthropological theory, in order to shed some light on their
common elements and in hope of setting the grounds for their 'eventual
integration. These two theoretical approaches are seen as convergent in their
shared assumption of a psychic unity of mankind, a unity that nevertheless
expresses itself in the rich cultural variability that we observe. These two
perspectives differ however in the path they take to characterize this unity,
and in the way they generate theories of social behaviour. We focus on the
inherent weaknesses of each approach when applied separately, and we try to
go beyond the sterile reductionnistic/holistic opposition in an effort to foster
some form of vertical interdisciplinary integration - of the kind that commonly
prevails in most other scientific endeavours.
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