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Article abstract
Sociobiology and Anthropology : Current Obstacles to Integration
One can hardly rethink the relationship between sociobiology and
anthropology without a fresh look at anthropology itself. As the study of social
and cultural variability, which it claims to be, anthropology has failed, and we
attribute this failure to its peculiar notion of culture, as well as to its holistic
presuppositions. By properly assessing what a study of variability means, that
is, what rigorious comparison implies, we can revive a somewhat classical
vision of anthropology. Freed from its holistic views and its conceptual
hurdles, this c neo-classical " anthropology, so to speak, enables us to
reconsider the relationship between anthropology and sociobiology on the
analogy of the historial connection between biology and chemistry, as
exemplified in the works of that great physiologist, Claude Bernard.
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