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Article abstract
A Technical Transition : Harp Seal Fisheries on the Labrador Coast since the
Beginnings of the XVIIIth Century
Seal fishing (Phoca groenlandica) has played a determinant role in the
economic history of the Labrador Coast. Since the beginnings of the XVIIIth
century, this activity required the use of various steady fishing tools or of
fisheries adapted to the characteristics of the animal's movements along the
coast and to the topographic conditions of the capture sites. A
cognitive-structural analysis of the shape of these fishing tools shows two
technical formulas that have been used successively : the enclosure and the
labyrinth. The technical transition toward the latter happened during the XlXth
century thanks to the transformation of the kind of enterprise from fishing "
companies " to family exploitation.
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