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Article abstract
Technology, Symbolism and Social Relations in thé Operating Theater
Theoretical developments in comparative studies of médical Systems hâve
paved thé way to an increasing number of researches on biomedicine, mainly
from thé beginning of thé 80s. The ethnography of thé operating theater stems
precisely from thèse new trends in ethnomedicine. It takes as a starting point
that relations which prevail between nurses, anaesthesiologists and surgeons
in an environment of highly sophisticated technology should be looked at as
products of social relations and symbolism. This paper then focuses on how
technology helps in shaping work relations, how social relations in society
influence what is going on in thé operating room and how far can rituals be
reproduced in this particular context.
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