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Article abstract
Sensorial Anthropology and History
Is it possible to discern retrospectively the mode of being in the world of
previous generations through an analysis of the hierarchy of the senses, and
the balance established among them, at a given moment in history in the
context of a particular society ? Such is the question posed by the author. The
latter begins by pointing out some of the difficulties which confront the
historian wishing to respond to this question. Hampered by the fugacity of the
trace, the latter must above ail take account of the historicity of the modalities
of attention, as of the Systems of perception and judgment, as well as the ever
changing configuration of the tolerable and the intolerable. Finally, it is
important to be wary of the picture of the Other decreed by the observers. The
organization of the sensory regime constitutes, in effect, one of the major
elements in the design of the social imaginary.
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