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Article abstract
The Décline ofSmell : Myth or Reality ?
Have we become olfactory invalids ? Contemporary industrial societies have
made the sense of smell into the " poor cousin " of the other senses and
relegated a minor role to odours. But ought we to assume that these same
societies once enjoyed an olfactory " golden age " of which only the slightest
traces persist today ? Measuring the impoverishment of smell appears difficult
and risky. One can, nevertheless. attempt to evaluate the comparative
importance of the sense of smell and of odours in past and present societies by
examining their role in différent domains, such as human relations, illness and
knowledge.
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