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Article abstract
Thick Sauce
Notes on Songhay Social Relations
In this article, we examine the relationship between taste and social relations
among the Songhay of Niger, suggesting that the qualifies of sauces measure
degrees of social proximity. In Songhay, socially distant guests should be
served thick zesty sauces; close relations should expect thin tasteless sauces.
Sauce makers, however, often scramble these expectations (serving thin sauces
to guests and thick sauces to relatives) to express socially significant themes. In
this paper we also suggest that anthropologists should add more sauce to their
descriptions, to make them really " thick ".
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