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Article abstract
Critique of Sensory " Reason "
The Aesthetic Elaboration of the Senses in a Himalayan Society
Some of the recent efforts to launch an anthropology of the senses are based on
a program, drawn from the writings of Marshall McLuhan and Walter J. Ong,
of establishing a sensory ratio that would be the defining feature of each
culture. This approach, we argue, limits the study of the senses to a
pre-established schema and fails to recognize either the necessary plurality of
the senses or the importance of culture in sensory experience. Through a series
of examples, the most important of which involves the aesthetic elaboration of
certain senses in two ritual complexes of the central Himalayas, we argue for
greater theoretical openness in this field.
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