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Article abstract
The American Savage and the Idea of Civilization
The meeting of Europe and America contributed to the founding of a
universalist and evolutionist représentation of the world and of men. which we
define as civilization. Savages were thereafter considered survivors of an
archaic world and called upon to evolve towards the state of civilization. When
we wish to explain why the Savage does not answerthis call. we attribute il to
his " natural laziness ". Thus appeared the importance of the role of an
économie thought. in which " civilized man " is likewise an " économie man "
who accepts to work.
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