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Article abstract
The Présence of the Pcopie from Offshore in the Montagnais' Version of History
This paper examines the manner in which the Lower North Shore Montagnais
(Province of Québec) narrate their past and en vision their future in this end of
the twentieth century. It also tries to bring two particular phenomena to light :
1) the discourse through which the Montagnais construct their history calls for
periodization. a basic element of ail historical consciousness : 2) the elements
utilized as markers in this periodization are not events. but modifications in
the way of life. More precisely. the Lower North Shore Montagnais's own
markers are the impacts of Western presence on their political and cultural
autonomy. While focusing on a fïxed body of narratives, the elders' discourse
on history is anchored in the reality of the 1990's and gives meaning to the
autonomist discourse of the younger generations. The analysis is based on a
series of interviews and narratives collected in 1988 in the context of an
ongoing project.
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