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Article abstract
Physicians and Patients in Times of AIDS The Case of Montréal
This article traces thé argumentation of physicians and patients living with
AIDS in Montréal. The analysis of their socio-symbolic interaction reveals an
array of behaviour, from refusai or déniai to acceptance or even advocacy.
Both patients and physicians hâve become observers on an open scène where
ways of handling suffering and dying, of redesigning new drug trials, of moral
and ethical discourses are tried out and where thé médical as well as thé power
of situated agents is questioned. The therapeutic relation seems, indeed,
overloaded with interprétations on AIDS as a biological disorder within thé
social order, on thé costs to thé health care System, on rôle playing in thé
médical world, and ultimately on life's sensé and significance.
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