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Article abstract
How Can We Ask about * Gender " in Samoa ? Binary Method Versus
Hierarchical Method
The anthropological mode! of " society " is one of hierarchical relations. Using
this perspective, we can treat imported questions such as thé issue of
organization-representation of gender distinctions, opening thé possibilities
that thé question itself may be interpreted at various levels. The classical
method on thé other hand is limited to analogical piling of " mâle " against "
female " éléments, obliterating possible variations of an oppositional
représentation, even universal in scope. The " hierarchical " method reveals
that in Samoa, women represent a total social fact at one level - thé internai
social world - including thé mâle gender. However, at another level, women
risk to be forced at thé " outside " and to be subjected to a mâle law expressed
in tenns of a " strong-feeble " inequality. Sexuality defines thé borderline
between thé two levels. This explains partially thé misunderstandings
surrounding Margaret Mead's classical analysis.
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