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Article abstract
In the Subjunctive Mode
The Narrative Construction of Seizures in Turkey
This paper provides a cultural analysis of seizures in Turkey, based on
individual and family interviews with a community sample of persons
diagnosed as suffering epilepsy or psy-chogenic seizures. It outlines a brief
critique of analytic stratégies that juxtapose cultural « beliefs » to médical «
knowledge » of a biological condition, and develops an alternative
understanding of the narrative construction of illness and ils expérience. In
particular, it draws on récent theories of narrativity and reader response (Iser,
Ricoeur, Bruner) to analyze the « subjunctivizing tactics » présent in illness
narratives.
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