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Article abstract
Localism in Québec
According to Appadurai. any stable social formation is founded on local
subjects. Yet. localities have always been fragile social achievements. They
must be carefully maintained against fissions and intrusions. What rôle do
Québec festivals play in the protection of localism .' First, the article describes
signs (material and symbolic) emitted by festival managers and considers how
thèse protect localities against the nationalisation of semiotic space. Second!). il
considers the constant erosion of localities by migration and the role played by
festivals in limiting this érosion. After an excursus on the notion of " context "
in the semiotics of culture, and on the spiralling alternation of periods of
cultural imports and of returns to local roots. \ve look briefly at the erosion of
localism by electronic média, in the context of reactions of local subjects at
public célébrations. Finally. we emphasize the importance of localism in
anthropology.
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