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Article abstract
The Response of European Social Scientists to the Concept of Multiculturalism
The concept of multiculturalism is discussed in Europe in somewhat different
terms to the way in which it is discussed in America. In Western Europe it
refers to the debate about the terms on which immigrant ethnie minorities are
to be integrated into long established national political Systems. As against the
Gastarbeider model developed in the German-speaking countries, and the
assimilationist model developed especially in France, Britain. Sweden and the
Netherlands have developed the model of multiculturalism. This model may
take egalita-rian and non-egalitarian forms but the present author has
previously attempted in structurally precise terms to set out the implications of
the egalitarian and démocratie version. This model has, however. not been
readily accepted either by policy makers or by social scientists in the various
European countries. Partly this is because policy makers and the mainstream
political parties resist the very notion of multiculturalism, but partly also
because social scientists there see it as being at odds with longstanding political
ideals in démocratie Welfare States. While some of these objections by social
scientists may rest upon a misunderstanding of the concept, or may reflect
politically based ethnocentrism, others point towards the need to refîne it. The
aim of the article is therefore to review some of the major contributions
systematically.
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