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Article abstract
Raï, Social Norm and Religious Reference
One usually hears that Raï praises alcohol and " free love ". That wouln't mean
anything if one didn't see how thoses topics and other ones, grow by reference
to social rules, especially religious norms.
The quality of Raï spleen depends, in part, on this psychological position of
religious " overhang ". The songs of Raï present candidly the contradiction
between impulses and constraints, between personnal desires and
socio-religious norms, between competing ideologies. As the word " Raï " shows
(it means " opinion ", " free choice "), the human beeing is free, free with his
choices, but also with not choosing anything and trying to manage the
irreconcilable. Such an existential do-it-yourself, such a tight-rope uprise of
individuality often happens through the manipulation of the religious referent.
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