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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Comparative Théories and Représentations of « Nephews Below thé Knee » In
Indonesian Studies
This paper is an answer to a question raised by thé author in an earlier
interprétation of her Minangkabau data (of West Sumatra, Indonesia), namely :
why does thé model of thé Minangkabau society previously constructed
exclude thé représentation of thé « nephews below thé knee » (thé socially
inferior and/or thé landless) which constitutes 40% of thé population ?
Based on thé assumption that ethnographie production is necessarily shaped
by thé théories used for interpreting data, thé author argues that thé partial
présentation or exclusion of thé landless in her model is thé resuit of thé
theory used. Furthermore, thé paper argues that thé theory used is not thé only
one producing such exclusion, others also fail to represent thé landless.
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To illustrate this point, thé paper examines four comparative théories which
hâve shaped significantly data collection and interprétation in Indonesia. A
closer analysis of thèse théories shows that. w ith thé exception of one of them.
ail tend to présent thé folk theory of power and thé « habitus » of thé dominant
group. hence excluding those of thé landless. as thé global picture of thé society
studied. The one theory which deals with thé landless (called « peasants ») is
not perfect either. since it excludes thé other half of thé population, thé
dominant group.
The author concludes wondering whether it is possible to combine thèse
théories to produce a complète picture of thé societies studied or whether a
new theory is needed.
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