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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Mapuches Shamans and thé Religious Expérience of Female and Mâle
This article explores shamanism as a reflexive discourse on thé rôle of gender
and ils relationship to power. prestige and thé religious expérience from a
critical feminist perspective. I draw thé ethnographie example of Mapuche
machis or shamans from southern Chile to explain how gender is diversely
constructed and thé corrélations between shamanism. warfare and
agriculture, thé impact of Chilean/Christian society. fertility. androgyny.
feminity and religious power. I demonstrate that gender constructions are
context spécifie, complex. changing and sometimes contradictory. The
Mapuche ideology of male/female complementarity is présent in thé
cosmology. embodied by machis (they are thought to possess both genders) and
présent in thé relationships between ritual symbols. but not always consistent
in practice. I show that in thé context of social rôles and sexual identity. thé
féminine side of machis becomes more important. Mâle machis become like
women through transvestism and possible homosexuality while women
machis maintain their dress. gender rôle and sexual identity.
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