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Article abstract
Watsuji Tetsurô, Modernity, and Japanese Culture
Watsuji Tetsurô, a Japanese philosopher, was a member of a loose group of
Japanese intellectuals who tried to question the Western idea of modernity in
the 1930s. Watsuji criticized the West for ils individualism and ils tendency to
separate what should be united. To counter the influence of Western
modernity in Japan, Watsuji defined an ethical System based on the inclusion
of individuals in collectivities. In doing to, he made use of Western
philosophical means, in particular the concepts devised by Husserl and
Heidegger. Moreover, he adopted a définition of the nation as the most
inclusive group, a definition that took ils inspiration from modem Western
ideas of the Nation-State. Watsuji thus defined anti-modernity in the terms of
modernity.
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