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Article abstract
Reproductive Technologies and thé Reproduction ofJapanese Society
The new reproductive technologies permit a realization of desires about
procreation which have not heretofore been possible. The responses of
Japanese women of reproductive age living in Tokyo to the availability of in
vitro fertilization and genetic testing are reported in this paper. These
responses, together with a review of the historical and social milieu in which
they are contextualized, in particular ideas about gender relations in Japan,
shows the interpretation of body praxis in connection with these technologies
must be contextualized and, by extension, that any abstract discussion about
the ethics of the application of reproductive technologies is not adequate.
Responses given by the women reveal contradictions, and an inherent tension
between the current Japanese rhetoric for an increased individualism on the
one hand, and immersion in and obligations towards the extended family on
the other hand. Above ail, reproductive technologies are made use of to create
a " planned family ", in which the offspring will " fit " with expectations about
normality in Japanese society.
Key words : Lock, epistemology, popular knowledge, reproductive technology,
women, Japan
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